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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Pull the plug 

Inside every BNP suit is a thug just waiting to crawl out. 
And the links between the Redwatch internet hatesite 
and the BNP’s electioneers prove this. BNP organisers 
and activists photograph their enemies - real and 
imagined — and post as much information as they can 
find out about them on the site. Addresses, telephone 
numbers, places of work, all with one main aim: to 
silence the opposition. 

But anti-racists won't be silenced by the BNP and its 
friends who hide behind their computer screens. 
In fact, ever since the inception of the Redwatch site 
more and more local anti-racist groups have sprung up. 
Fifty of these anti-racist groups met last month in the 
north-west at a Searchlight weekend school to plan our 
future campaigns against the BNP Many repeated the 
same story, that when they come across the BNP they are 
told “we will stick your details on the Redwatch site”. 

As a consequence of the BNP policy of “main- 
streaming”, some journalists and others have been 
convinced that however distasteful the organisation is, it 
should be treated as a legitimate political party. But the 
BNP, like all fascist organisations, uses democracy so 
long as it serves its purpose but would abolish it if it had 
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the opportunity. After all, what political party would have 
its organisers gather information on those who oppose it 
so that they could be published on the internet? 

The argument that it is difficult to prosecute people for 
what they put on a website holds no water. Internet 
paedophiles are prosecuted as are people who spread 
viruses. It seems that when fascists threaten people with 
violence, or firebomb their cars, the forces of law and 
order regard this as less of a crime. We want those behind 
the Redwatch site prosecuted now. As democrats this is 
our right, and as democrats we expect nothing less. 


The resistible rise of the BNP 
Vigilance is the watchword of anti-fascists, so we are 
always on our guard against complacency. Nevertheless, 
last month was a great one for anti-fascists as the BNP’s 
seemingly inexorable electoral rise saw its first falterings 
and local anti-racists won two great successes. 
Calderdale Communities against Racism in the Halifax 
area and the Trades Council in Burnley did superb work 
and deserve all our thanks. They hit the BNP hard and 
this should give all of us confidence that we can do the 
same in our home areas in forthcoming by-elections and 
in the local and European elections in June 2004. 
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Super Th 


The British National Party suffered a major 
electoral setback last month after failing to 
win council by-elections in Burnley and Halifax. 
The Burnley result was especially disastrous 
and could signal the decline of the party in the 
town which has become synonymous with 

the BNP. Nick Lowles reports on a day of 
triumph for anti-fascists. 


national newspaper had billed 16 October 

“Super Thursday”. Council by-elections in 

Burnley, Bradford and Calderdale offered the 

BNP an opportunity to make further advances 

in its northern heartlands and _ build 
momentum for its 2004 campaign. 

While Burnley was always going to be the most difficult 
of the three, as the election was called after Luke Smith, 
a sitting BNP councillor, resigned after bottling a fellow 
BNP member, the two Yorkshire seats were both 
winnable. The BNP already had a councillor in Mixenden 
ward in Calderdale, while in Great Horton, Bradford, 
although it was not natural BNP territory, the party had 
secured 18% in May with virtually no campaigning. 

The BNP campaign got off to an atrocious start when 
the party was disqualified from the Bradford election. 
Its candidate, James Breslin, had not obtained the 
necessary number of signatures on his nomination 


Local anti- form. His pleas to the returning officer to add two more 
fascist names after the deadline were, unsurprisingly, ignored. 
leaflets tell Breslin should have known better. He is already under 
voters the police investigation for allegedly falsifying two names 
truth about on his nomination paper for last May’s local elections. 

the BNP The failure to stand a candidate in Bradford allowed 


We are once again being asked 
to vote for our local councillor 
this week. The election has 
been called after BNP councillor 
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the BNP to concentrate its Yorkshire resources in 
Calderdale. The by-election was the result of the sudden 
death of Stephen Pearson, a Liberal Democrat 
councillor, who had taken the seat in May on an anti- 
BNP ticket. A former mayor of Calderdale, he was also 
widely known for his campaign to save the local football 
and rugby clubs. 

The Liberal Democrats selected Jennifer Pearson, 
Stephen's widow, as their candidate and her campaign 
played heavily on his legacy. 

The BNP by contrast, relied on its usual lies and scare 
stories to win support. According to the BNP, 
pensioners’ operations were being cancelled, they were 
being struck off waiting lists and having their social 
housing issues delayed, all because of asylum seekers. 
The town's post office had a special queue for asylum 
seekers and care homes for the elderly were being 
earmarked as asylum hostels. 

Unfortunately neither Labour nor the Liberal 
Democrats were willing to confront and expose these 
lies in their own literature. That job went to a local 
anti-BNP group, Communities Against Racism. 

CAR activists took apart each BNP leaflet and 
researched the issues. They contacted the local Primary 
Health Trust, local GP surgeries and even the post office 
to discover the validity of the BNP’s claims. There was 
widespread dismay at the BNP scare tactics and local 
leaflets effectively confronted the issues. 

These leaflets were targeted to those areas of the ward 
with a higher proportion of elderly voters and the 
feedback was very positive. 

Labour, meanwhile, ran a far more energetic 
campaign than it has done in recent elections. While 
Labour received fewer votes than expected, the energy 
and commitment shown by its activists gives renewed 
hope for next June. 
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The Conservatives failed to stand a candidate, a 
situation that the other parties roundly condemned. 
Considering that the Conservatives won the ward as 
recently as 1999, this does not bode well for the 2004 
all-out elections when each party will be expected to 
find three candidates for every ward. 

It was unclear where the 140 votes the Tories received 
in May would go. While some feared that most would 
switch to the BNP others believed that, as the 
Conservative vote had already fallen from a high of 700 
in 1999, what remained were probably “constitutional” 
Conservatives who were unlikely to vote fascist. 


Low key 

On the other side of the Pennines the BNP was running 
a low-key campaign in the Lanehead ward in Burnley. 
The by-election was the result of BNP thuggery so the 
party was unable to make much of its usual law and 
order theme. 

What leaflets did appear were poorly produced and 
contrite, which given the circumstances was probably 
the fascists’ only option. “We are still learning,” read 
one leaflet. “Don’t judge the party by one bad apple” 
said another. 

As well as the Luke Smith factor, continuing 
internal problems hampered the BNP campaign. 
The resignations of the branch organiser, Steve Smith, 
and his deputy, Simon Bennett, coupled with the 
resulting demoralisation of many local activists, meant 
that there were fewer people on hand to help and the 
campaign was far less sophisticated. 

The Liberal Democrats looked likely to win from the 
outset. Once again they successfully used a strategy that 
combined positive Liberal Democrat material with anti- 
Labour and anti-BNP messages. They played heavily on 
how Luke Smith had let down local people and, as 
election day approached, emphasised that they were the 
party to back if you wanted to keep out the BNP. 

Searchlight assisted the local trades council in 
producing some terrific anti-BNP material. One Unison 
official summed up the importance of these leaflets. 

“Until the leaflets went out people only knew that 
Luke Smith had resigned as a councillor because of an 
‘unsavoury’ incident. The Burnley & Padiham Gazette 
exposed the true nature of this assault and local voters 
were shocked.” 

Labour and Liberal Democrat canvassers reported 
how people had picked up on the leaflet and in 
many cases it had changed their opinion of the BNP. 
Even The Guardian, which ran a three-page piece 
on Burnley on polling day, opened with reference to 
Luke Smith’s use of a Stella bottle. 

The other theme of the Burnley & Padiham Gazette 
was the BNP’s broken promises. It was good to hear a 
couple of Lanehead residents tell a Radio Lancashire 
post-election phone-in that they had voted BNP in the 
past but felt let down by them. 


Expecting victory 

The BNP went into election day expecting a victory in 
Mixenden. Its canvass returns showed increased 
support compared to May and the party believed it had 
enough activists to turn out the vote on the day. 
The BNP even proudly announced to voters in its final 
leaflet that victory was almost certain. 

The gullible press swallowed this line. The Daily 
Telegraph as good as crowned the BNP candidate in an 
article that appeared on the eve of the election. 

The BNP brought in nearly 60 activists to help on 





polling day. Some sat on polling stations while others 
ferried elderly voters from their homes. Groups of leaf- 
leters put out literature well into the afternoon. Even Nick 
Griffin, the party leader, was there to lend a hand. 

All this activity made the BNP even more furious when 
it became clear that its candidate was not going to win. 
Even before the result was announced, the BNP 
candidate and his entourage had stormed out of the 
hall, an act of petulance that might come back to haunt 
them in the near future. 

The Liberal Democrats won both by-elections 
comfortably. There is clearly growing electoral dissat- 
isfaction with Labour but there is an increasing amount 
of tactical voting, especially in Calderdale. Many Labour 
voters switched to the Liberal Democrats as the best 
means to keep out the BNP. This was harnessed well by 
the Liberal Democrats in their final leaflets. 

A positive development was the change of attitude of 
the local newspaper which, in the past, has been 
criticised for giving the BNP too much attention. 
A change of editor and a realisation that the BNP was 
bad news for the town led to a strong anti-BNP editorial 
on the eve of poll. 

The death of Councillor Pearson obviously created 
some sympathy for his widow but the BNP vote 
remained worryingly high. Any talk of a declining BNP 
in West Yorkshire is well off the mark and it will certainly 
pose a major threat next June. 

Burnley might well be different. The Liberal 
Democrats took the normally safe Labour ward with a 
600 vote majority. The BNP saw its vote slashed by 40% 
and dropped into third place. 

There is growing optimism that the BNP is on the 
decline in Burnley. Defeat in two by-elections, internal 
problems and a failure to deliver has caused the party to 
lose momentum. More significantly, the Liberal 
Democrats have emerged as a new home for the 
substantial anti-Labour vote. 

Anti-fascists can also learn from these elections. Third 
party leaflets played an important role in both Burnley 
and Calderdale yet they were very different in design and 
content. There were different leaflets targeted at different 
voters, they were localised and simply produced, and 
each campaign had its own unique message. 

Super Thursday was billed as an opportunity for the 
BNP to break through on several fronts simultaneously. 
Instead the headlines were about the BNP’s failures. 
Hard work can beat the BNP in its northern heartlands. 
While it needs a positive vote for another political party 
to beat the BNP, anti-BNP groups have proved that they 
are a central component in the fascists’ downfall. 
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Redwatch 


Redwatch is the scourge of 
anti-racists everywhere. It is a nazi 
website that reproduces photographs 
and home details of anyone who does 
not share their racist outlook. Some 
of those targeted are called “scum”, 
others “retards”, but all are being set 
up for intimidation and in some cases 
violence. In this special investigation 
Searchlight uncovers the secret 
group behind Redwatch and exposes 
their violent agenda. 


ally Kincaid and Steve Johnson first knew 
something was wrong when a neighbour came 
running out of her house shouting that their 
car was on fire. The two Leeds-based teachers ~ 
were active anti-racists and had been involved 
in recent campaigns against the British National Party. 
Their car had been smashed up and set alight with 
petrol. Inside their home a five-year-old girl lay asleep. 
It was only afterwards that they realised their name, 
address and car details had been posted on a nazi 
website called Redwatch. The website is nothing more 
than a nazi hitlist. 

The man who had collected the information 
on Sally and Steve was Tony White. A Leeds- 
based nazi, White had scribbled down their car 
registration number as the pair protested 

ss / Pre hed : outside the City Hall against BNP candidate 
Yorkshire anti- ee NE MaRS ' Mark Collett last year. 
racists’ car, burned AS Gp Ay.) Sia A few months later White was back on their 
out by nazis after NN e : ee case. “He followed us back from Pudsey after 
lume acs ~~ : ___ we had been protesting against nazi activity in 
appeared on the ae - the town,” Sally told Searchlight. 
Redwatch site i Nee ies a t : Unbeknown to Sally and Steve, White and his 

Q \ friends began to do some investigating. They 

discovered that Steve was a teacher at a local 
school. This was personal for White. He had 
recently been arrested for distributing racist 
material to children from the same school. 
In early March, White was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment and he and his supporters immediately 
blamed Steve. “Steve had nothing to do with his arrest,” 
said Sally. “He just jumped to the wrong conclusion.” 
It was the night after White’s conviction that their car 
was attacked. 
Sally and Steve were considered fair game for White 
and the others behind Redwatch. They were active anti- 
racists and in the eyes of hardline nazis that was a crime. 
The Redwatch site was launched in 2001 and now 
displays over a thousand photographs. From Darlington 
to London, Yorkshire to Oldham, anti-racist 
campaigners are being targeted. In most cases the 
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pictures are unidentified but linked to some are names 
and addresses, car registrations, phone numbers and 
even workplaces. 

The fascists claim that Redwatch is an act of self- 
defence. There is even a suggestion that the organisers 
will shut down Redwatch when their opponents do 
likewise. Of course this is all nonsense. There is no anti- 
racist equivalent to this site. There is nothing that lists 
home details of fascists and certainly nothing that 
encourages attacks on them. 

Redwatch is not an act of revenge but something 
altogether more sinister. It is designed to intimidate 
and harass anti-racists and anti-fascists to the point 
where the individuals targeted no longer campaign 
against fascist groups. It is political intimidation and 
classic fascism. 


“Now’s the time to start 
a proper campaign of 
violence and 


sw intimidation towards 


~~ those who seek to see us 
silenced.” 


The real agenda behind Redwatch is graphically 
illustrated on its secret Yahoo discussion group available 
to only a handful of people. Searchlight and supporters 
across the country have penetrated this group for the 
first time. 

Nicknamed “Mole Intelligence’, this site is where 
those behind Redwatch swap information and details 
on their targets. Where information is lacking, support is 
requested. Where research has been completed, plans of 
violence are hatched. 

“This group will be used to plan and arrange 
meetings,” noted one posting from the site’s organiser 
earlier this year. “This group will provide those activists 
with up to date information on RED TARGETS operating 
within Leeds. Under no circumstances is this web 
address to be given out as this group needs to stay as 
hush hush as it can. If the reds get wind of it they will 
have it closed down.” 

The message goes on to give a call to action. 

“Not enough comrades are taking the red 
threat seriously. The reds hold small positions of power 
within our communities. Teachers, social workers, 
councillors, nurses, doctors, coppers. These people are 
the tentacles of the state enforcing the multicultural 
ideology into our society. It is these people who are 
stopping Nationalists from spreading the truth about 
the nightmare on the horizon. 

“Redwatch has accumulated many names and 
addresses along with pictures of the targets, many of 
whom have had nothing done to them. Now’s the time 
to start a proper campaign of violence and intimidation 
towards those who seek to see us silenced or imprisoned 
for our beliefs.” 

In another message, posted by a BNP supporter from 
Batley, the people behind Redwatch are asked if they 
have any intention of attending an anti-racist meeting 
in Dewsbury in June. The event, which was addressed by 
Leon Greenman, a Holocaust survivor, was described as 
a “Holohoax meeting”. 

One respondent advised: “The best place to attack the 
reds [is] just after the meeting finishes at they are 
walking to catch their buses or going for their cars.” 

Another target was an Anti Nazi League activist from 








Halifax. “This is definitely his details,” a man called John 
B tells the others. “We knew which street it was but had 
to make sure, I had the new and old CD rom disks of UK 
Info directories and all said the same.” 

For confirmation Redwatch rang the man up in the 
early hours of the morning and asked him about 
the ANL. 

A couple of months later a leaflet linking the Halifax 
man and other local activists to the mass murderers 
Fred West and Dennis Nilson were circulated in his 
neighbourhood. For good measure the nazis added 
his home address. 

Another Redwatch target was the Yorkshire Evening 
Post journalist Pete Lazenby. An NUJ activist with a 
proud history of exposing racism and fascism, Lazenby 
has long been a thorn in the side of Yorkshire's nazis. 

“We need to find this reporter fast,” read one message. 
“If we can scare this cunt off then we might get an easier 
time instead of being slagged off and made to look a 
bunch of muppets.” 

Only minutes later the same man posted another 
message about Lazenby. “Scrap the last message Kev. 
Tell him to check this one. I have a feeling about this 
one but I need confirmation before I take action on 
this matter.” 

In reality, anyone who might oppose their racist 
agenda is considered a legitimate target. Another 
message, posted in early August, listed dozens of people 
in Yorkshire for further research. They included the 
divisional police commanders for Dewsbury and 
Huddersfield, the chief executive of Kirklees Council, 
the director of a West Yorkshire health authority and 
even local housing officers. 

The website also lists the home addresses of local MPs 
and councillors. 

The site offers evidence of how far these people 
might be prepared to go. Alongside the personal 
information on their targets, the secret members of the 
Mole Intelligence site are offered bomb manuals. 
The Anarchist Cookbook, simple light-bomb designs and 
a guide to making plastic explosives are all available. 

Included in this material are the same designs used by 
the London nailbomber David Copeland. 


“If we can 
scare this 
cunt 


off then we 
might get an 
easier time.” 


One only has to look at the men behind Redwatch to 
understand their true violent motives. Redwatch 
operates under the auspices of the violent nazi group 
Combat 18. It takes its name from a tatty newssheet that 
C18 leaders in London produced in the early 1990s. 
Like now, it listed names and addresses of anti-racists 
and encouraged other right-wingers to ring them up or 
pay them a visit. 

The internet version of Redwatch emerged in 2001 
from a group of men then associated with the National 
Front. Soon it became clear that their politics were too 
extreme for the NE At first they regrouped themselves 
separately as Aryan Unity. Later they became the White 
Nationalist Party. 

The WNP was then, to all intents and purposes, the 
political wing of Combat 18. It was led by Eddie Morrison, 
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The faces 
behind 
Redwatch: 
(left to right) 
Tony White 
Kevin 
Watmough 
and MIB 


a lifelong nazi from Leeds, and its supporters included 
Simon Shepherd from Hull. In 1999, while Shepherd was 
the local organiser for the BNP, he was arrested and later 
imprisoned for producing antisemitic material. 

To prevent internet attack and police action, 
Redwatch is hosted on three separate sites all based 
abroad. One is registered in the name of the NF and the 
other two in the name of the WNP. The contact name on 
all three is Shepherd. 

While Shepherd might give some technical advice and 
support, the men who are really behind Redwatch are 
based in Leeds. They include Kevin Watmough, White 
and a third man who goes by the initials MIB. All three 
are diehard nazis with a history of violence. 

Watmough has been an active nazi since the early 
1980s. He was first aligned to the NF and the extreme 
British Movement, before switching allegiance to the 
BNP and Combat 18 in the early 1990s. 

Together with White, Watmough was at the fore- 
front of the C18-inspired violence in Leeds in 1994. 
Anti-fascists were attacked in the street and in their 
homes. In one case windows were smashed at the home 
of a local trade unionist while in another a crossbow bolt 
was fired through a bedroom window. 

By the late 1990s, Watmough was becoming a key 
figure in Combat 18, running its propaganda and 
internet operations. He is named as the administrative 
contact for a C18 website. 

The main information collection is carried out by 
White and MIB. White joined Leeds BNP in 1993 and 
quickly became involved in C18 violence in the city. 
He stole the address book from the Leeds Other Paper, 
which later appeared as a C18 hitlist. More recently, 
he and MIB have been active with the Yorkshire NF 
and now the WNP. Both have written quite inflam- 
matory postings advocating violence and harassment 
of opponents. 

Redwatch operates in conjunction with a number of 
other nazi websites. All are run by Watmough and/or 
White. They include those of Combat 18, the WNP and 
the Yorkshire NE Personal details of anti-racists are 
often initially posted on the guestbooks of these sites 
alongside direct threats. 

The members of the secret Yahoo site include 
Watmough, White, MIB and two WNP organisers from 
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East Lancashire, Mark Cotterill and John O’Brien. 
Another member is the Pro-Democracy League, the 
BNP-linked front group from Burnley. 

So far the police have shown little inclination to take 
action against Redwatch or its associated sites. 
Sometimes it is said that the information is dated while 
on other occasions it is said that posting photographs 
on the internet is no offence. It has also been said that 
as all three Redwatch sites are hosted from abroad, 
British law cannot apply to them. 

Searchlight believes that if there is a will there is a way. 
The sites might be hosted from abroad deliberately 
to flout UK law, but they are run and administered by 
UK citizens. 

The racist content of many of these sites, including 
personal obscene attacks, clearly contravenes British 
law and action could be taken against it. 

Redwatch clearly incites violence. The contents of the 
messages on the Yahoo group site graphically illustrates 
a conspiracy by those behind Redwatch to commit 
violence against their opponents. 

The police have stood by for too long while innocent 
people are attacked and intimidated. Several complaints 
have been made to West Yorkshire police about the site 
and each time an investigation is promised. 

Unfortunately West Yorkshire police has a poor record 
in dealing with nazi violence. Six months after their car 
was firebombed, Sally and Steve are still waiting for 
answers. To their knowledge no one has even been 
questioned over the attack despite the quite apparent 
link with White’s conviction. 

It is time for the police to serve the community by 
closing down the Redwatch website and dealing with 
those behind it. We have waited too long. We are not 
prepared to wait any longer. 


@ Searchlight understands that the Home 
Secretary has recently been made aware of 
the Redwatch site. We would urge all anti- 


racists to write to their local MP and demand 
that they add their voice to the growing calls 
for action. With enough pressure, the police 
might finally be forced to act. 








THE REDWATCH SITE serves Britain’s fascist groups, 
not least the British National Party. Despite the BNP’s 
increasingly respectable public image, leading BNP 
members have actively contributed to the Redwatch site 
as a means of silencing their opponents. 

Most of the photographs that now adorn the site have 
come from anti-BNP activities. The sections on Halifax, 
Darlington and Kirklees cover people leafleting against 
the BNP while the Manchester photographs depict people 
picketing a TV studio where a BNP representative was 
being interviewed. 

Some of the most important organisers in the BNP have 
supplied Redwatch with photographs. They include: 

@ Tony Wentworth, the BNP youth organiser. He took 
photos of anti-BNP campaigners that later appeared on 
the site. 

H Adrian Marsden, a BNP councillor in Halifax. He took 
photos of people leafleting in January. These pictures are 
now on Redwatch. 

@ Nick Cass, the party’s Dewsbury organiser, supplied 
many of the photos on the Kirklees section. When initially 
questioned by a local paper he claimed that he was taking 
them for his own safety. A few days later they appeared 
on Redwatch. 

@ Mike Lester, the BNP’s Stockport organiser. He was 
named BNP activist of the year at the recent RWB festival. 
He supplied the photographs from Oldham and Manchester. 
@ Trevor Agnew, the BNP County Durham organiser and 
close confidant of the BNP’s leader, Nick Griffin. He took 
the photographs that appear in the Darlington section. 

@ Mark Collett, the Yorkshire BNP regional organiser 
and member of the party’s ruling Advisory Council. He has 
taken pictures of anti-BNP campaigners in Leeds and 
Halifax. He often publicly gloats about getting the photos 
up on Redwatch. 

The threat of exposure on the Redwatch site is now a 
favourite tactic by BNP activists across the country. In the 
recent Chester-Le-Street by-election, the leading Sunderland 
activist Keith McFarlane promised to upload images of Labour 
Party activists onto the site. In Birmingham, during the May 
local elections, BNP members took photos of a Labour Party 
high street stall and promised to do the same. 

While perhaps the openness with which leading BNP 
organisers are linked to Redwatch might surprise some 
people, that fact that they have these links should not. 

The BNP uses political intimidation as a means to silence 
its opponents. This year’s local elections threw up a string 
of examples of this. In Barnsley, a BNP candidate assaulted 
a retired Labour councillor. In the Southwest, the party’s 
most “respectable” region, police had to warn the BNP 
regional organiser and another party candidate after they 
threatened anti-racist campaigners. 

The worst case was in Halifax when Adrian Marsden, 
a local BNP councillor, personally organised a mob of 60 
to 80 BNP and football hooligan thugs to confront 
anti-BNP campaigners. The leafleters were told in no 
uncertain terms that they would be attacked if they 
distributed any material. 


In case that did not work, another mob of BNP supporters 
were waiting on a local estate and local youths had been 
told that a pro-paedophile group was in the area. 

West Yorkshire police once again failed to protect against 


nazi violence. They were warned of 
the BNP mobilisation but did little 
to stop the intimidation. A van of 
officers only moved in after the bulk 
of the anti-racist campaigners had 
left the area. 

The BNP actively contributes to 
the Redwatch site as part of its 
strategy of intimidating political 
opponents. It is also the main 
beneficiary. 

Fascist intimidation is nothing 
new. In fact it is a central plank 
of fascism. But it also an issue 
that can no longer be ignored. 
BNP members might now wear suits 
but their involvement in Redwatch 
reveals their true colours. 





Nick Cass 





Adrian Marsden 





Mark Collett 
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Race hate on the internet 


the legal position in the UK 


By Michael Whine 


n March 2001 the then Home Office Minister Mike 
O’Brien stated that “the law on incitement to racial 
hatred applies to material on the Internet which 
comes within our jurisdiction’. 

He added that monitoring criminal activity was a 
matter for the police and revealed that the govern- 
ment was assisting the Internet Watch Foundation in 
setting up a complaints hotline to report racially 
inflammatory material. Subsequently his successor at 
the Home Office, Angela Eagle, stated in response to 
a parliamentary question, that: 

“The government continues to apply the principle 
that the law should be applied to criminal material on- 
line as it is to material off-line. The government 
condemns those who produce race hate material, 
including those who seek to distribute this material 
via the Internet. 

“The Public Order Act 1986 already deals with a range 
of material, which is threatening, abusive or insulting 
and intended or likely to stir up racial hatred and can be 
applied to material on the Internet that falls within our 
jurisdiction. The government has strengthened the 
provisions of the 1986 Act in amendments made by 
the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001. 
This means the maximum penalty for those inciting 
racial hatred has risen from two to seven years’ 
imprisonment. It is also now an offence to incite racial 
hatred against a racial group abroad. We have asked the 
police and the Crown Prosecution Service to work 
together to pool knowledge and experience in the 
investigation and prosecution of race hate material.” 

As stated, the primary legislation against incitement 
to hatred is the Public Order Act, which in Part III, 
section 19, states that: 

“A person who publishes or distributes written 
material which is threatening, abusive or insulting is 
guilty of an offence if: 

@ He intends thereby to stir up racial hatred, or 
& Having regard to all the circumstances racial hatred 
is likely to be stirred up thereby. 

“In proceedings for an offence under this section it is 
a defence for an accused who is not shown to have 
intended to stir up racial hatred to prove that he was not 
aware of the content of the material and did not suspect, 
and had no reason to suspect, that it was threatening, 
abusive or insulting. 

“References in this part to the publication or 
distribution of written material are to its publication 
or distribution to the public or a section of the public.” 

The Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001 
added offences impelled by “religious” hatred to those 
motivated by “racial” hatred. It defined a religious group 
as a group of persons defined by reference to religious 
belief, or lack of religious belief. 

The 2001 Act also increased the penalties for racial 
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(and religious hatred) offences from two years to seven 
years, thereby underscoring the seriousness with which 
the government now viewed these offences. 

Secondary legislation is contained within the Malicious 
Communications Act 1988. This allows for “the 
prosecution of any person who sends to another persona 
letter or other article which conveys a message which is 
indecent or grossly offensive, a threat, or information 
which is false and known to be or believed to be false 
by the sender or any other article which is, in the whole 
or part, of an indecent or grossly offensive nature.” 

The Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 subsequently 
amended the Malicious Communications Act to include 
mail sent electronically, and increased the penalties for 
an offence from a fine (on level four) to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding six months or a fine not 
exceeding level five. 

At approximately the same time, in January 2001, the 
Minister at the Home Office, Lord Steve Bassam, wrote 
that: “the government is beginning to develop a strategy 
for tackling racist material on the Internet and that it is 
conscious that any response needs to be both 
proportionate and enforceable”. 

He stated that the government is conscious of the 
experience of other countries in attempts to regulate 
content or access to Internet sites and it is for this 
reason that it was working with bodies such as the 
Internet Watch Foundation and to bring the Internet 
Service Providers together with the police, National 
Criminal Intelligence Service (NCIS) and the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS), who were co-ordinating a 
response on racially inflammatory material. He added 
that the government was working with European 
partners in the EU and the Council of Europe on better 
international co-operation standards on dealing with 
hate material and on cyber-crime generally. 

All the above deal with criminal offences, but a case 
brought before the civil courts is of particular 
significance. In Godfrey v Demon Internet Ltd a British 
court rejected a comparison of the role of an Internet 
service provider with that of a telephone company. 
It accepted the suggestion that because Demon Internet 
chose to store electronic messages on their server they 
were not merely owners of an electronic device through 
which postings were transmitted, but in effect 
publishers. The general principle of libel applied 
therefore, and a defamatory statement remains such, 
whatever the medium through which it is transmitted. 

The Godfrey v Demon Internet libel action must now 
more or less signal the end of unmoderated anonymous 
Internet publishing in the UK, as the judgement set a 
precedent for allowing a libel prosecution for messages 
posted on electronic bulletin boards. 

This article is an extract from a paper by Mike Whine 
titled “Legal Responses: Regulating Cyberspace” 





News 


in brie 





Officers resign 
after TV expose 


FIVE POLICE OFFICERS resigned last month and three 
were suspended after an undercover television 
documentary revealed racism among recruits. 

The first to resign was PC Robert Pulling of North Wales 
Police. His move was followed by three officers from 
Greater Manchester Police and PC Steve Salkeld from the 
Cheshire force. 

PCs Andy Hall and Andy Turley from the Manchester 
force and PC Keith Cheshire of North Wales police were 
suspended after being shown making racist comments. 

All three forces involved strongly condemned the 
behaviour shown on The Secret Policeman, broadcast on 
21 October, and promised to do more to banish racism. 

The BBC documentary, which used hidden cameras, 
showed PC Pulling making “obscene” comments. 
Viewers saw him wearing a Ku Klux Klan style hood and 
heard him saying that he would bury an Asian under a 
train track, that he voted for the British National Party, 
that Hitler had the “right idea” and that Stephen 
Lawrence “deserved it”. 

Clive Wolfendale, acting Deputy Chief Constable of 
North Wales, told a press conference, “Pulling has 
shamed his colleagues, his uniform and his service. 
He is a disgrace.” 

Alan Green, Deputy Chief Constable of Greater 
Manchester Police, said he was “shocked, ashamed and 
very saddened” by what he had seen and promised a full 
investigation.Referring to racist officers, he added: “We 
will use any tactics we possibly can to root them out”. 

David Blunkett, the Home Secretary, said a new 
training scheme on diversity should be adopted across 
the country to tackle the problem. 


Mubarek murder inquiry launched 

THE HOME SECRETARY, David Blunkett, has been ordered 
to set up an independent public inquiry into the death of 
Zahid Mubarek at the hands of a racist thug in their shared 
prison cell, five Law Lords ruled last month. 

The House of Lords declared that Mr Blunkett 
breached Mubarek’s right to life by refusing to order an 
inquiry. The decision comes after a lengthy legal battle 
by the Mubarek family. 

The 19-year-old, a first-time prisoner serving three 
months at Feltham young offenders’ institution in west 
London for theft and interfering with a motor vehicle, was 
fatally injured by skinhead Robert Stewart on 21 March 
2000, the day he was to be released. 

Stewart, also 19, had a cross and “RIP” tattooed on his 
forehead and a Ku Klux Klan sign on his cell noticeboard. 

After his death Mr Mubarek’s parents asked the Home 
Office to hold a public inquiry, but were refused. 

A High Court judge ruled that the refusal was a breach of 
the European Convention on Human Rights, which 


guarantees the right to life, but this decision was later 
overturned by the Court of Appeal. 

Restoring the High Court’s verdict, the Law Lords ruled 
unanimously that the state was under a duty not only to 
ensure a prisoner’s right to life was protected, but also 
to investigate publicly the death of an inmate due to failures 
of the prison system. 


BNP councillor walks out on party 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY no longer has a 
councillor in Blackburn. Robin Evans resigned from the 
party last month because of what he called 
“organisational differences”. 

Evans was left with little choice after he wrote a letter 
to the Lancashire Evening Telegraph criticising the 
performance of the BNP councillors in Burnley. 

Under the title “Doing nothing is not enough’, 
he said: “To be successful, our elected councillors must 
bring about the changes that they believe are for the 
common good of the people they are supposed to serve. 
Merely attending 'most' of their council meetings is, 
quite frankly, not good enough. 

“As a group, the Burnley BNP councillors are 
theoretically, politically enabled. As such we would 
therefore expect to see at the very least, some genuine 
effort made in the way of bringing about those changes 
to which they subscribe. 

“Sitting and observing, as group leader, Len Starr has 
excused their actions, is not really what they are 
expected to be doing.” 

Even traditional party loyalists demanded action. 
Writing on one bulletin board, Mick Treacy, the Oldham 
BNP organiser, called for Evans to be sacked. 

Evans’s position had become untenable. For over a 
year the party leadership had stood by him as he made 
enemies and blocked an attempt by local activists to get 
him removed as their organiser. This so infuriated Chris 
Jackson, the party’s regional organiser, that he resigned 
his position earlier this year. 

Evans’s action is another major blow to the party in 
East Lancashire. While some in the BNP see a silver 
lining in that Evans's departure will bring the squabbling 
branches in the area together, the problem for the party 
leaders is that this new unity is ranged against them. 

Evans’s resignation comes at the worst possible time 
for the BNP. The neighbouring Burnley branch appears 
to be collapsing and there is a rumour that Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, is trying to install his wife, Jackie, as the 
parliamentary candidate in the town. 

Evans will remain on Blackburn council as an 
independent. 


Astoria gig postponed 





An anti-fascist concert scheduled for 26 November at 


London’s Astoria has been postponed to the new year. 
New details of the Love Music, Hate Racism gig will be 
published in Searchlight when they become available. 
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permit unions to 


Law reform will 





boot out fascists 


John Usher 
is the 
Legal 
Officer 

of ASLEF 


By John Usher 


Hewitt, Secretary of State at the Department for 

‘Trade and Industry, finally came round to 
announcing a reform of the law that prevents trade 
unions expelling members of political parties with racist 
and fascist policies. 

Mick Rix, the outgoing general secretary of ASLEK had 
just told the conference of the number of British 
National Party members infiltrating his and other 
unions. They have always tried to do this, by appealing 
to the fears of working people, but recently they have 
had the additional aim of jumping on the “gravy train’, 
as they call it, which the law appears to be. 

The law that prevents unions expelling racists and 
fascists allows for compensation of a guaranteed £5,700, 
even to people who have suffered no loss or injury. 
No other law does this. Someone discriminated against 
on grounds of race, or sacked unfairly, might end up 
with nothing if they fail to convince a tribunal that they 
have suffered as a result of an injustice. But if they shout 
about their membership of a racist political party and 
are thrown out of a union for their repellent views, 
they will receive an automatic tribunal award of £5,700. 
This is not just ridiculous, it is offensive. 

The law (section 174 of the Trade Union and Labour 
Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992) was introduced in 
1980 as part of the Conservative government's attack on 
the closed shop by preventing unions from expelling 
individual members and thus preventing them from 
working. It was radically altered in 1993 when the 
TUC’s inter union disputes procedures (the Bridlington 
Principles) came under attack. From then on it stopped 
a union excluding or expelling anyone on the grounds 
that they were a member of a political party. I suspect 
no one then thought the BNP would use it to fund 
their party. 

As trade unions we want the whole section repealed 
(along with other related sections). Unions should be 
allowed to write their own rules. It is a basic right to 
freely associate and form and join an independent trade 
union. This is expressed in a number of places, 
including in the European Convention on Human 
Rights (Article 11), to which the UK is a signatory, and 
included in the Human Rights Act. 

The point is, we do not have this right if we are forced 
to associate with employers, the state's representatives, 
or racists and fascists. However, it looks like the Queen’s 
Speech (a few days after Searchlight goes to press) will 
promise only to reform the law, not repeal it. 

As far as the issue of expulsion and exclusion is 


A the end of the Labour Party conference Patricia 
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concerned, we don't mind being told that we cannot 
remove people from our ranks on grounds of gender or 
race and the like — not that we ever would. Neither 
would we seek to remove Tories or Trotskyists. But we do 
demand the right to throw out the racists and fascists. 

Some, even in our own ranks, express concern that 
this is an affront to the right to free speech. But that’s not 
the issue. We are not gagging the racists and fascists — 
if only we could. We are simply saying that we do not 
want them and their vile views, born of fear, stupidity 
and prejudice, in our organisations. 

And we should not hesitate to say these people forfeit the 
right to free speech, when that free speech harms others. 

There is a suggestion that all the government will offer 
by way of reform of the law will be the right to expel 
those who stand as candidates for racist and fascist 
parties. But that is not good enough. 

I have worked with Stephen Cavalier of trade union 
law firm Thompsons to draw up a set of minimum 
reforms we want to see, if repeal is not an option. 

1. Amendment to provide that a union may exclude or 
expel an individual for membership of (or activity 
within) a political party whose aims are incompatible 
with or in contravention of the rules of the union, where 
those rules relate to equality of opportunity and non- 
discrimination on grounds of sex, sexual orientation, 
marital status, religion, creed, colour, race, ethnic origin 
or disability. This can readily be achieved by amending 
section 174(4) (a) (iii). 

2. The legislation should also be amended so that the 
phrase “entirely attributable to his conduct” is removed 
or changed to “relating wholly or mainly to his conduct” 
(s174 (2) (d)). 

3. In addition, the minimum award of £5,700 is unjust- 
ified. Section 176(6) should be amended by deleting the 
words “and in the case of an award by the Employment 
Appeal Tribunal, shall not be less than £5,700”. 

Meanwhile that leaves ASLEF and other unions, such as 
Unison, RMT, and CWU, still fighting in the courts over 
those whom they have expelled or excluded, in the hope 
that the courts will eventually accept the Article 11 point. 

With the blessing of the Executive Committee and 
Annual Delegate Conference, Mick Rix kicked this issue 
offin April 2002 when he moved against Jay Lee, the BNP 
member who had infiltrated ASLEE The wider labour 
movement took up the baton and we are proud that 
we've got this far. We’ve worked with others in the TUC, 
Thompsons, and Searchlight of course. And let there be 
no doubt that the union movement will carry on the 
fight for repeal. That is our right. 


{ 





Searchlight Fighting Fund 


There is no let-up in our campaign to defeat the 
BNP In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we 
worked with locally based anti-fascist and anti- 
racist groups defending towns and cities against 
the fascist threat. We helped them produce 
thousands of local leaflets and published 
400,000 copies of our special edition Searchlight 
newspaper. We could not have done this without 
the generous support of trade unions. 

The BNP now has 16 councillors. There is a 
huge amount of work to be done if that number 
is to be reduced rather than grow next year. 

And it is essential that the campaign is waged 
all year round. We urgently need to build a solid 
financial base to continue and extend our 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — 


please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 


We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly 
standing order. Please help us to build and 
continue the work. Together we will win! 





Name 





Union 





Address 





Postcode 














I enclose my donation of £ 
(Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 











Please debit my account with the sum of £ 
immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 





Your bank name and address 








Post code 





Your account no Sort code 


Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 





Signature Date 





Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight | 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it | 
direct to your bank. 


44Searchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.33 Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 
& A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 
& Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 


& Special rates on training and educational materials. 
& New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 


Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Union 








Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 


Union 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 








Contact name 





















































Position Position 
Address Address 

Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 
Email (w) 
Affiliation rates per year: Fax 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more Mobile 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Email 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG m# Tel 020 7681 8660 m= Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com m= www.searchlightmagazine.com 








Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 











News from the sewers 
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Nazi hoax 
on trade 


unions flops 


Meet the 
“trade union 
democrats”: 
(left) Graham 
John; (top 
right) Keith 
Thompson; 
and 
Klansman 
Andrew Jones 


ee A COUPLE OF WEEKS after this year’s TUC Congress a 


letter and tatty leaflet was sent to various left-wing groups 
around the country. The leaflet was titled Trade Union 
Democrat with a sub-heading, Trade unionists against 
intimidation and a logo at the top left. Anyone familiar 
with Sir Oswald Mosley’s attempts to gain a toehold in the 
trade union movement in his prewar Blackshirt days 
would have recognised the logo as hailing. or should we 
say heiling, from nearly 70 years ago. 

The leaflet purported to be a “TUC Conference Special 
2003” with the back subtitled “Searchlight: A danger 
to democracy”. The whole thing is a response to 
Searchlight’s growing work alongside anti-fascists at all 
levels of the trade union movement to destroy the 
British National Party at the ballot box and on the shop 
floor, and to fight for a change in the law to allow trade 
unions to expel fascists and racists. The government has 
now promised legislation to this effect. Perhaps the 
heading should have been “running scared”. 
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The bottom of the page states: “Trade Union 
Democrat is printed and published by the Searchlight 
Victims Support Group” with a box number and the 
words “TU in all departments’, It is a tissue of lies which 
proves only that this particular group of nazis 
represents no threat to Searchlight’s security as their 
intelligence-gathering skills are rock bottom. 

The covering letter, also headed “the Searchlight 
Victims Support Group” and carrying the typed 
signature “Andrew Jones’, claims that the leaflet was 
distributed at Congress “by volunteers from the 
UNISON and CWU unions”. It asked recipients to pass 
on a copy of the leaflet to their union's offices. 

The letter’s claim is another lie as there is no evidence 
whatsoever that a single one of these hate sheets was 
distributed at Congress. 

Searchlight has gained thousands of new trade union 
readers recently and for their benefit I will explain who 
these nazis are. 

We use the word nazi, rather than racist or fascist, 
because this crew are the real McCoy, fully fledged 
admirers of Hitler, Himmler and those who took over and 
destroyed the German trade union movement when 
Hitler seized power in Germany in 1933. These nazis have 
worked all their lives to smash Britain’s trade unions and 
if any of them have ever held a trade union membership 
card it has been for infiltration purposes. Searchlight, 
however, can claim to be “TU in all departments” 
including one team member who has proudly held a 
union card for more than 50 years since the age of 15. 

Andrew Jones is a US nazi and has been an office 
holder in the Ku Klux Klan for more than a decade in 
New Jersey. Trade unionists know well how the Klan 
torture and lynched blacks, Jews, Catholics and trade 
unionists for 150 years. 

The man behind the so-called Searchlight Victims 
Support Group in the UK is Keith Thompson, a former 
Mosleyite parliamentary candidate and one of the 
founders of the notorious League of St George in the 








TRADE UNIONISTS AGAINST 
INTIMIDATION 








1970s. This elite nazi group took its name from the 
Legion of St George, a small group of British traitors who 
fought for Hitler's SS in the Second World War. 

The League has been honoured by former war 
criminals, terrorists and Klansmen over the years. 
Thompson was directly involved in safehousing Italian 
fascist terrorists in the early 1980s after the bombing of 
Bologna railway station. 

On two occasions he sold the innermost secrets of his 
group to Searchlight for large sums of money and then 
turned up as a witness for the prosecution when a serious 
case was brought against me in the early 1990, which 
the judge threw out a few days into the trial. We know 
Thompson is a police informant and has himself 
admitted passing information to the News of the World. 

He and his nazi chums have produced two tatty hate 
publications, Target and New Target. Their circulation is 
just above zilch but they are the hard copy version of the 
criminal nazi Redwatch websitem though. 

Thompson, who lives just outside Southend in Essex, 
is a bosom buddy of Graham John, now an old man 
running an Identity Church website. The Identity 
movement uses Christianity to justify racism and 
antisemitism and is linked to anti-abortion killers 
and nazi terror groups all over the world. John told a 
reporter from his local newspaper that his church did 
not exist in reality, only in the ether. 

John, who was known for his thuggish behaviour 
while in the National Front in the 1970s, retired from his 
print and graphics business to take up local politics. 
After infiltrating the local Conservative Party for whom 
he stood as a council candidate and failed, he stood as 
the BNP’s candidate in Southend last May. 

Searchlight has monitored Thompson receiving 
overseas visitors in recent years including a number of 
American extremists. Previous exposures of him in 
Searchlight forced him to seek help from the Klan in the 
USA and set up a safe address in New Jersey for his 
group’s activities. 

In the recent council by-election in Grays, Essex, 
which the BNP won, Thompson and his small crew were 
seen helping out on a regular basis, giving the lie to 
claims by Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, that no nazis 
associated with the BNP. What is interesting though is 
the close relationship between Thompson and the man 
Griffin ousted as BNP boss, John Tyndall. 

There are old and new movers and shakers on the 
British nazi scene and, grass or not, Thompson is 
certainly one of them. Just who has pointed him at the 
trade union movement is anybody’s guess. 


The unobservant Observer 

| ALWAYS LOOK forward to reading my Observer on a 
Sunday. The paper often publishes genuine 
investigations, something that even the serious media 
are short on these days. So | was a bit surprised by the 
full-page investigation into the far right and women that 
appeared under the by-line Amelia Hill on 21 September. 

The article introduced Phil and Wendy Edwards as an 
example of the new-look BNP and Wendy as 
representative of the new woman in the movement. 
Ms Edwards clearly endeared herself to Ms Hill at this 
year’s BNP Red, White and Blue jamboree, from which 
Ms Hill appears to have come away with a feeling that 
these people are not all bad. She met Jackie Griffin, wife 
of the convicted hate criminal Nick Griffin, who runs the 
BNP, probably came across his daughter Jennifer, who 
has been up to her neck in the youth wing of the BNP 
when she is not hanging out with that unreformed thug 
Mark Collett, and must have turned off her investigative 
instincts when Luke Smith, a former Burnley BNP 
councillor, was busy brawling and later pushing a broken 
bottle into the face of one of his party comrades. 

Ms Hill failed to mention that Phil and Wendy Edwards 
are so ordinary that they both go by a false name. 
She says the Edwardses are well known in their village 
near Nottingham for their political beliefs. If she had 
gone to Aslockton she would have found plenty of 
villagers ready to talk about Dr Stuart Russell, his wife 
and their daughter Julie, who is a frequent visitor to nazis 
in Germany. Phil Edwards is Dr Russell’s cover name 
in his position as the BNP national press officer, a role 
Ms Hill omitted to mention. 

Ms Hill then introduces us to Sandra Morris who she 
says is Jewish and has been a National Front member for 
17 years. Really. 

Last year, Matthew Collins, one of Searchlight’s 
most successful moles in the 1980s and 1990s, featured 
in a BBC television series, Life Etc. Rosie Boycott, 
who presented the programme, wrote an article for 
The Observer, in which she incorrectly stated he had been 
a BNP member. Mr Collins was an official in the NF and at 
one stage run the NF’s headquarters office. Although he 
knew most of the top brass in the BNP and saw their 
criminality at first hand, he never joined the party. 
The Observer profile got it wrong and gave the BNP an 
opportunity to accuse Mr Collins of lying. Despite a 
complaint to the paper and to Ms Boycott, three weeks 
ago the erroneous story was still on the Observer website. 

Come on, The Observer, surely you can do a lot better 
than this. 


The BNP as anti-racist party 
PARTY BOSS NICK GRIFFIN and Martin Wingfield, the 
editor of the party newspaper Voice of Freedom and 
another convicted race hater, have been trying hard to 
instruct their members that the BNP is not a bunch of 
nasty racists any more. But their efforts seems to have 
fallen on deaf ears in Blackpool. N G Charnley, one of the 
BNP’s key activists in the Lancashire seaside town, has 
sent an angry letter to the Halifax Building Society for 
having the cheek to use a black man in the role of one of 
their managers in their very successful all-singing and 
dancing television commercials. Herr Charnley may be 
suffering a stroke at this very moment as the latest version 
of the Halifax advertisement now also features Bangla 
music. 

I expect the Halifax has filed old NG’s letter under 
racist nutters. 


Same logo, 
same politics: 
Mosley’s 
prewar trade 
union symbol 
copied by the 
“trade union 
democracts” 
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BNP and 
WOMEN 


A recent article in The Observer suggested that the British 
National Party’s stance towards women has fundamentally 
shifted and that females are now beginning to wield power 
within the party. Kate Taylor argues that this perception is 
false, and that BNP discourse still rests upon traditional 
ideas of a fundamental inequality between the sexes. 
Recent moves by the BNP to make the party appear more 
inclusive are both cynical and misleading. 


believes that the British nation should 
not allow itself to be divided along 
gender lines by our enemies. Men or 
women, we are all British!” Hence 
women are encouraged to identify with 
others of the same ethnicity rather than 
with those of the same sex. 

But women are not allowed the status 
that white men are given through BNP 
membership: “We recognise that men 
and women are essentially and 
inherently different, but this does not 
make the sexes unequal”. The latter part 
of the statement is rendered untrue by 
that which follows it. Namely the 
assertion that women will not be 
allowed to enter jobs “for which they are 
not suited”. Again, biology is seen to be 
the factor determining what a woman 
can or cannot do ina BNP society, and as 
such, equality upon gender lines would 
never follow. The BNP makes clear what 
role women would take if ever the party 
was to rule. “We would introduce 
financial incentives for women to have 


n May’s local elections, the BNP’s list of candidates 

made surprising reading. Among the names were 

more female candidates than the party had ever 

put forward in its history. Twenty two women stood 

under the BNP banner, heralding a move towards a 
more progressive and inclusive image for the male- 
dominated organisation. 

In reality there was nothing unexpected about this 
move. For a number of years now, the BNP has courted 
the female vote, realising that it cannot continue to 
alienate up to half of its potential electorate through its 
violent and male-dominated image. Since Nick Griffin 
assumed leadership of the party in 1999 and attempted 
to modernise its policies, more and more women have 
been encouraged to stand for election and show that the 
BNP is just as much about family as it is about fists. 

To suggest however, that “the new power in the BNP 
and its allies is female’, as the Observer article did, is 
false. The increasing visibility of women does not in any 
way indicate a shift in control and power. The face of the 
far right may be transforming, but its underlying 
message remains the same. A more welcoming image is 
essential if the BNP is to make headway in the local and 
European Parliament elections next year. This then 
explains the growth in female candidates in the build up 
to 2004. But, paradoxically, the very role that these 
women take and the views that they espouse only 
help to maintain the old sexist imagery that the BNP 
used in the past. It is true that the BNP has had to adapt 
in this area, as it has in many other areas of policy 
that no longer wash with the British public. But the 
change is not evidence of a move towards equality, 
but of necessity. 

Both the racial order and the gender order are still 
inextricably linked together in BNP ideology. What binds 
them together is the relegation of both the male and 
female role to biology. A white woman's role is still seen 
in relation to reproduction. A white man’s role is still 
seen to be that of protector. 

The BNP manifesto continues the trend of referring to 
the relationship between the sexes as different but 
equal. It asserts the need to focus on the primacy of race 
over and above other differentiating factors: “The BNP 
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children and so offset the present 
dangerously low birthrate ... Wages for mothers would 
give women the choice to stay at home and be mothers 
... The British National Party would end this outrageous 
discrimination against the family.” 

One BNP woman quoted in the Observer article states 
that, “the old image of what role women should have 
in the party isn’t practical any more”. While this is true in 
terms of the image that the BNP presents, it does not 
filter down to the ideologies that underpin their 
thinking. The stress on “natural” differences between 
the sexes helps maintain hierarchies, which are justified 
because they are seen to result from differences in 
ability rather than differences in power. This notion 
helps keep BNP women in their place. Motherhood is 
seen to be the pinnacle of a woman's achievements. 

This thinking is made clear in an article entitled 
“A tribute to motherhood” on the BNP website. It refers 
passionately to “the sacrifices of the female who gave us 
life”. In a nostalgic and highly romanticised fashion it 
goes on to describe how “mothers have always had a 
special role in the development of the British people and 
its nations ... Mothers teach us ancient folk histories of 
these islands and our European culture through nursery 
rhymes, stories and through play. 

“Motherhood is a right, yet also a privilege and duty. 
It is tragic to see so many capable women who choose 
pursuit of leisure and acquisition of wealth over 
bringing up a family. Motherhood ... must carry a sense 
of purpose and duty.” 

Another role beyond reproducer is attributed to 
women, that of victim: “The British National Party has in 
the past two years witnessed a tremendous rise in the 
number of ladies who have joined us. Mothers of all 
ages, proud grandmothers and even great grandmothers 
have become sickened ... [by the] very real threat of 
harm closer to home through crime, physical and sexual 
violence and drugs.” 

Women arte viewed possessively, as vulnerable beings 
who need saving from foreign predators, thus reinforcing 
the view of nationalist men as protectors of “our” 
women. An article entitled “Pornography and sexual 
violence” speaks in the possessive sense of the “upsurge 
in the frequency of rapes of our young women’. 


Ironically, despite speaking out against pornography, 
the August issue of the BNP magazine Identity carries a 
sexualised picture of a young blonde woman on its cover. 

The Observer article also mistakenly suggests that the 
BNP line on abortion has become blurred. The issue of 
abortion has, in the past, proved a real dilemma for the 
BNP. While terminating a pregnancy was strongly 
opposed by the BNP in the hardline days of John 
Tyndall’s leadership it was sometimes intimated that 
abortion was only a problem “when it means the killing 
of normal white babies”. The BNP today would never 
express a view in such crude terms. But there is no 
element of flexibility on the issue of conception in BNP 
policy, and no softening of the opposition to abortion 
for nationalist women. Hence, the BNP still seeks direct 
control over a woman's body and fertility. 

Certainly though, the BNP has become more family 
orientated in terms of participation. Referring to this 
summer’s Red, White and Blue festival, the party’s 
website states, “Three decades of British nationalist 
activities have, albeit unintentionally marginalized our 
very own women and children, with political rallies in 
the past witnessing a dominance by male participants. 
The RWB family festival sweeps away that old, counter 
productive style of doing things. Our event was carefully 
designed to be fun and equally attractive to men, 
women and children.” 

The article in The Observer provoked an outraged 
reaction from Tyndall, the former BNP leader, in 
Spearhead, who proclaimed that, “The greater female 
participation in nationalist politics is to be welcomed, 
but it should not be ‘bought’ at the price of embracing 
politically correct and feminist attitudes. At the end of 
the day, ‘feminism’ and femininity are incompatible.” 

Most BNP members, including women, share this 
antipathy towards feminism. Of course female 
canvassers and candidates are encouraged, because 
they provide a softener to the bully-boy image of old. 
But despite being politically active, the women are often 
the first to ascribe traditional roles for themselves. 


maiagees 


Before Sharron Edwards left the BNP for the Freedom 
Party, she said of nationalist women: “We have a 
maternal duty, a natural capacity to nurture and care 
for our families”. When she urged more women to 
step forward, she was quick to proclaim that she was 
“not another passenger on the feminist bandwagon”. 

Indeed membership of the BNP is in direct opposition 
to the advancement of women’s rights upon which 
feminist ideas are based. 

The male fascist is expected to display a strong 
masculinity. Likewise, active women stick to their 
expected role. Any deviations are seen to be aberrations 
from the norm. When biology is the determining factor, 
little can be done to alter any inequality that inevitably 
stems from its roots. 

In some respects BNP women do find themselves 
empowered, but this is not solely through their role as 
women, but explicitly in their role as white women. 
A white woman’s reproductive role is valued above 
anything in the BNP and so her status is raised through 
membership of a racist organisation. Thus BNP women 
can in no way be described as feminists, nor would most 
want to be labelled as such. If there is anything 
empowering about their role, and if they were to be 
described as feminists in any way at all, theirs would 
be an exclusive rather than inclusive version. BNP women 
seek to advance their own specific role, rather than 
offering equality to all women regardless of ethnicity. 

Certainly women are advancing in the BNP in terms of 
public visibility, and in terms of their entry to electoral 
politics. But they remain very much a necessary tool in 
the workings of an organisation which is busily trying to 
manipulate voters by altering its appearance and mask. 
Women may have an important role to play within the 
BNP but the roles that they are assigned vary little from 
those given to them in the old days of overt sexism. 
The rhetoric may have changed, but the emphasis on 
a woman's primary role as creator remains the same. 
The environment in which BNP women find themselves 
is still, at best, an ambivalent one. 


Although 


women have 
beome more 


active in 


today’s BNP 
they are still 


not equal 
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Against a hurricane of 


PREJUDICE 


Trevor Phillips OBE is Chair of the Commission for Racial Equality. 

He has been outspoken in his criticism of the British National Party and 
the need to combat its rise. He talked to Searchlight about some of the 
issues surrounding racism and fascism today. Interview by Steve Silver 





computer and electronic organiser on Trevor 

Phillips’s desk. They are the US civil rights pioneer 
Paul Robeson, the movement’s assassinated 1960s 
leader Dr Martin Luther King, and a 1956 montage of 
Nelson Mandela and his fellow treason trial defendants 
from South Africa. The images remain fixed in the mind 
as we talk. 

There is an immediate air of familiarity about Mr 
Phillips. It’s not surprising really. As a TV broadcaster he 
has entered most British living rooms as a well known 
face on the BBC and London Weekend Television. 

But behind the surface of the TV screen lies an activist 
who cut his political teeth at university in London in the 
1970s and held the highest office in the student 
movement, that of president of the National Union of 
Students. Educated partly in the Caribbean and partly in 
England, during his broadcasting career Phillips has 
continued to be politically active, serving as chair of the 
Runnymede Trust and as a trustee on several other 
charities working to serve ethnic minority interests. 
More recently he has been Chair of the London Assembly. 

Phillips now heads the CRE. The organisation 
is actually a law enforcement agency whose remit is 
racism. It aims to eliminate discrimination, promote 
equality of opportunity and encourage good relations 
between people of different backgrounds. The task of 
the CRE today is to “get Britain to grow up and recognise 
that it is a multicultural, multiethnic society which 
needs to handle the consequences of migration 
properly,” says Phillips bluntly. 

He explains that the CRE is there to help people who 
are victims of discrimination with legal support. But it is 
also there to change the way that the community works, 
particularly public institutions. Using the health service 
as an example, he points out that a person’s ethnic 
background can determine their likelihood of contract- 
ing one illness or another, for example. “People from 
different backgrounds have a range of different 
pathologies or likelihood of being struck by one 
condition or another and the health service needs to be 
able to respond to that.” 

Phillips says candidly that all the CRE’s tasks have to 
be set against a “hurricane of prejudice” over asylum 
seekers, particularly from the tabloid newspapers. 

“We know why it is happening really. It is because 
Europe is going to have to confront a level of migration 
which it hasn't seen in a while but which is inevitable 
given the way Europe's working population is dropping 


Tes framed photographs catch the eye above the 
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from about 245 million to 200 million over the next 30 or 
40 years. There is going to be migration, we are going to 
have to not just live with, but embrace it, and welcome 
it and frankly I don’t think it’s such a bad thing. 
The Americans do it very well, they do it very smartly, 
they do it very creatively. That is why their GDP is going 
to rise to 26% of the world’s GDP and ours by current 
reckoning will fall to 10%.” 

Asked why he wanted the job of CRE chair, he cites his 
belief that “it is the most important public service job 
outside of Cabinet for the next generation”. Phillips says 
that this is because the whole process of migration is 
increasingly at the centre of economic and social life. 

“Some of that is of course because of the way the right is 
trying to use the asylum-seeker issue but a lot of it is about 
real life. If you live in London the population will rise by 
about 700,000 and four-fifths of that increase will be 
international migration. That means British people are 
going to have to learn to live once again — as they have 
done for a thousand years — with new groups of people. 
The entire process of making that work is the most tricky, 
difficult, but also potentially rewarding task anywhere in 
public service. So, if you want to work in public service, 
this particular job couldn't be bettered ... The CRE has a 
role that I think we haven't probably fulfilled as much as 
we might have done in recent years in making sure that 
conflicts between communities don’t break out.” 

Phillips is quick to answer the inevitable question of 
whether he thinks race relations in Britain are getting 
better or worse. He believes that individual relations are 
getting better. “Teenagers in London and other big cities 
are less likely to define people by their race or colour 
than the previous/generation,” he declares. 

However, when it comes to how we organise our 
communities he| believes things have not changed. 
Phillips points to the way that the biggest police service 
in the country still has a huge differential in the way it 
treats black, Asian| and white people when it comes to 
stopping and searching. He also points to the fact that in 
schools, while Indian and Chinese pupils often do well, 
black, Pakistani and Bangladeshi children often don't. 

Phillips believes that immigration from Eastern 
Europe and Islamic countries, where people are less 
different physically but more different in that they don’t 
speak English and have very different cultural 
backgrounds, adds a new factor to racism in Britain. 
He argues that in the future issues will resolve less 
around colour and race and more around culture. 

Turning to the topic of the British National Party, 
Phillips says it is crucial to combat them. He is on record 
as supporting trade unions in expelling BNP members 
and even — controversially — saying that in some parts of 
the country the best anti-racist vote might be for the 
Conservative Party in places where they are most likely 
to able to keep the BNP out of office. 

As to why the BNP are making headway Phillips feels 
that this is because they are using far shrewder tactics 
than the National Front, which he recalls opposing on 
the streets in the 1970s. 

“What we've got now is a far right —- as in much 
of Europe - which is much more sophisticated. 
It understands the electorate much better, and cares 
about the electorate, because they understand that if 
they want to seek power they do actually have to get 
people to vote for them. Their electoral success has been 
pretty small, but they have won some seats and come 
second in a lot more. The key thing is that for people who 
never would have dreamt of voting BNP five years ago it 
is now acceptable. They don't feel ashamed and that is a 


major breakthrough for them. How are they doing it? 
Firstly, they are doing it because they feel that 
conventional politics is failing them. They can go out 
with ‘the council are not clearing your bin’, ‘your children 
are not being looked after in school’, ‘you can’t get into 
your local surgery’ and all the rest of it. All of those things 
in some areas are true and they can attribute it to one 
particular cause: asylum seekers and so on. 

“Secondly, electoral arithmetic, in that in some cases 
they direct it at Labour councillors and say they have 
failed and in some cases it’s because the Conservatives 
haven't put up candidates or haven't fought campaigns.” 

Fascists have always fed on fear and Phillips says that 
this is the most compelling argument for the BNP’s rise. 
“Fear that is underpinned and supported by what the 
national and local media do. They focus on areas where 
people have very little experience of a multiethnic 
community: white flight areas. That’s why we see them 
out at Thurrock and around the edges of some of the 
northern cities. It’s because they go to people and say 
‘you have quite a nice life here, it’s alright here, you got 
out of the terrible inner city. But down the road it’s 
absolute chaos and it’s all down to the blacks and Asians 
and asylum seekers and you really don’t want that here. 
The only way to deal with it is to vote for us, as we are the 
only people who stand up for you on this and 
understand how you feel about this issue. All the others 
don’t want to talk about it.’ It’s a very powerful appeal.” 

“Part of the responsibility is ours”, Phillips says sadly, 
referring to mistakes and sectarianism that has 
bedevilled the anti-racist movement over the years. 
As we talk about the different political strategies he 
argues that anti-racist differences are more to do with 
people's egos than genuine differences. The lack of unity 
more than irritates him. “I don’t mind if you say this, it’s 
just pathetic and juvenile and drives me mad.” 

The BNP has made a lot of progress on an anti-Muslim 
ticket and Phillips feels strongly that integration of the 
Muslim community is a key task in undermining 
the BNP. “Actually the war against Iraq was probably the 
most integrating thing for British Muslims. If one is 
honest, Muslim views, which were basically against the 
war, were closer to British people's feelings than anybody 
else's. In an odd sort of way the anti-war movement did a 
lot to bring mainstream Muslim opinion closer to the 
majority of the British people. And I say that as someone 
who didn’t share that point of view.” 

Looking forward Phillips says that the mistakes 
made by anti-racists in Europe tell us that we have to 
make sure that all the other political parties and forces 
“are lined up on our side rather than on their side”. 

Asked whether he has a message for Searchlight 
readers he says: “We need to reach out to people who 
don’t at the moment regard themselves as anti-fascists 
or anti-racists. We need to adopt a language that they 
can hear rather than constantly saying ‘why aren’t you 
listening to us, why aren’t you hearing what we are 
saying?’ The worry that I have is that for ordinary folk 
the people that have been most scary to them have 
sometimes not been the BNP but been us.” 

As we conclude the interview I take one last look at the 
pictures on the wall. Robeson, King, Mandela. Walking 
out onto the street I think that all of them had scared 
people in their time too. As a broadcaster who initiated 
the BBC’s Windrush series Phillips is well versed in anti- 
racist history. He knows that all the people in the photos 
did go on to find the language that reached “ordinary 
folk”. I couldn’t help but think that he believed we had 
history on our side. It was too late to ask him. 
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AN EPIC TALE OF 





IMMIGRANT LIFE 





BRICK LANE by Monica Ali 
published by Doubleday £12.99 
ISBN 0-385-60484 





Review by Anna Sullivan 


When | first saw Monica Ali’s novel Brick Lane in the book 
shops it immediately evoked all kinds of memories for me. 
Of my own childhood as an East Ender. Of Sunday morning 
visits to the market. Cafés smelling of salt beef, rye bread 
and bagels. If you wanted to buy a cheap leather jacket you 
went to Brick Lane. It was the home of many immigrant 
communities and always has been. Many of those 
communities migrated out to suburbia and other areas of 
London where they would stamp their identities. 

Monica Ali’s epic novel gives us the 
same places but a different people. 
Through the lives of her characters, all 
from the Bangladeshi community, she 
explores the loneliness and alienation of 
the immigrant and the racism that 
devastates people’s lives. 

Nazneen comes to England as a young 
bride to a much older man, Chanu, who has 
lived here for many years. They live in a 
council estate somewhere in Tower 
Hamlets. We follow their lives over the next 
17 years beginning in 1985. Ali refers to 
local fascists but mentions them almost in 
passing. She concentrates more on the 
endless, poisonous ebb and flow of 





















everyday racism. Chanu cannot advance in his white-collar 


job because of institutional racism. He gradually slides down 


the employment ladder until he ends up as a minicab driver. 
He studies for his own love of literature but also in the hope 
of a better career. In his despair he subjects his wife and 
daughters to tirades of frustrated anger at his place in the 
world. He cannot understand why his children are not 
really interested in their heritage. The music and the poetry 
of their parents’ mother country mean nothing to them. 
The aspirations of the elders for their young who have been 
born in England causes all kinds of clashes and social 
problems. Drug addiction, delinquency and aimless gang 
warfare, anything to give them an identity in a society that 
rejects them. 

Nazneen moves through her life in body but her soul is still 
in her village. She dreams of her dead mother. As she stands 
in her grey tower block landscape she can still feel the hot red 
earth beneath her feet and smell the jasmine that scents the 
air. Her sister, Hasina, writes to her and tells of her violent 
marriage. She has run away from her husband and we travel 
with her over the years of her life through the letters that she 
sends to Nazneen, who is powerless to help her. Ali’s book 
takes us into a world that is unknown to us, unless you have 
ever been a stranger in an unfamiliar land where even the 
colour of light is different. There is a long cast of characters 
including the local moneylender and there is strength shown 
in adversity, particularly the friendship of the women. 

Chanu’s response to his situation is to make plans to 
return to Bangladesh. Nazneen chooses a different way 
to find a sense of belonging. It is in the second half of the 
book that the characters find their true voices. Ali tackles 
many issues including radical Islam, but in many ways they 
are peripheral to the main essence of the story. My only real 
criticism of the book is that it does not show the community 
that | know, that also has such vibrancy and achievement. 
But then all writers can only show a microcosm of the world 
they are writing about and she writes with such elegance 
and style. 

In one of his lessons to his daughters Chanu protests that 
the common image of Bangladesh is “all flood here, and 
famine there and taking up collection tins”. He goes on 
to talk about the wealth and education and stability that 
the British Raj exploited and drained. “A loss of pride”, he 
concludes, “is a terrible thing”. This is the lament of 
communities everywhere who suffer the cruelties of racism. 
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SWITZERLAND 


By Graeme Atkinson 
Racist party tops Swiss poll 


THE SWISS PEOPLE’S PARTY (SVP), led by the multi- 
millionaire industrialist Christoph Blocher, was the 
narrow winner in a general election held on 19 October, 
capturing 28% of the vote. 

The SVP which has a raucous anti-immigrant and anti- 
European Union (EU) programme, is now likely to 
demand a second seat in the seven-member cabinet. 
The other parties in Switzerland’s four-party coalition 
government’s seven-seat cabinet each hold three seats. 

The SVP’s share of the vote has doubled in the past 
decade and its latest success will increase its 
representation in the 200-member parliament from 44 
to 56, making it the biggest party. The left-of-centre 
Social Democrats were left trailing with 24%. 

The SVP campaign was heavily concentrated on 
exploiting widespread resentment at foreigners, who 
make up 20% of the population, and anti-EU sentiment 
in an electorate worried by 4% unemployment and 
looming economic stagnation. The party’s posters 
resorted to naked racism. One, which the party 
reluctantly withdrew after loud protests, depicted a black 
face with the slogan: “The Swiss are becoming negroes”. 
Others showed police mugshots of criminals with the 
caption, “Our dear foreigners”. 

Even Osama bin Laden was wheeled in to feature 
heavily in the SVP’s anti-foreigner propaganda, which 
included strident newspaper advertisements fulminating 
about “pampered criminals”, “shameless asylum- 
seekers” and the “brutal Albanian mafia”. 

Anti-racist groups condemned the xenophobic poster 
campaign, as did the United Nations refugee agency 
UNHCR, which stated that the SVP’s propaganda 
contained “some of the most virulent anti-asylum 
messages ever seen in Europe”. 

On Europe, Blocher’s campaign focussed on making 
scaremongering claims - pandering especially to the 
prejudices of older voters — that closer ties with the EU 
would lead inevitably to the opening of Switzerland’s 
borders and terminate the country’s traditional and 
valued independence. 

Blocher’s political victory has thrown Swiss politics 
into confusion. The country has had coalition 
government since 1959. If the SVP goes ahead with its 
demand for another cabinet seat, this could topple the 
entire consensus of the past 44 years. 
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The man nominated for the extra cabinet seat is 
Blocher himself. His presence in the government could 
arouse international concern because of his increasingly 
extremist pronouncements and his earlier praise of a 
book by the convicted Swiss nazi Jurgen Graf which 
denied the Holocaust. 

As the votes were being counted, Ulrich Maurer, the 
SVP’s president, said the party was weighing up its 
options. He hinted that if its demands were not met, it 
might quit the coalition and go into opposition. 

Either way, the SVP’s intention is clear: to force 
through tough and repressive measures against 
foreigners in general and asylum-seekers in particular, 
using the excuse of “criminality”. 


Man arrested for murdering 


family was nazi mercenary 


A man arrested for the cold-blooded murder of a 
family of three in a lawyer’s office in the small 
town of Overath near Cologne is a nazi, it has 
been revealed. 

Thomas Adolf, 45, is accused of shooting the 
lawyer, Hartmut Nickel, 45, his wife Mechthild, 
53, and their 26-year-old daughter Alja in mid- 
October in a dispute over £7,300 unpaid rent. 
He was arrested with his 19-year-old girlfriend 
near Aachen a week after the killings. During 
the same raid, police seized the murder weapon, 
a pump-action shotgun. 

Investigators at the murder scene described the 
shootings as “extremely brutal”. The investigation 
was delayed because the victims were so badly 
disfigured that it took forensic experts several 
days to identify them properly. Adolf’s girlfriend 
has confessed to tying them up before Adolf 
blasted their faces away at point-blank range. 








Right-wing band plays to students 


From Sven Johansen in Oslo 


THE REVELATION THAT the notorious right-wing 
extremist band Death in June will stage a concert in 
Bergen on 6 November has stirred up public controversy 
in the city. 

The band was invited by the local “goth” club, 
Dominion, to perform at Hulen, a favourite student 
venue. Despite fierce protests, the student management 
at Hulen has decided to let the band play. According to 
Jo Rasmussen, Hulen’s spokesperson, the management 
does not want to impose censorship on art and does not 
consider Death in June to be a nazi band. 

Death in June has prompted opposition from the 
Jewish community, the students’ union, local anti- 
fascists and the Norwegian Association Against 
Antisemitism. But Rasmussen claims that it is all 
misunderstandings and half truths spread by the editor 
of Searchlight’s Norwegian sister magazine, Monitor. 
However, employees at Hulen have protested and one of 
the committee members of Dominion has quit in 
protest at the event. 

Death in June is a Dark Wave band, headed by a 


Adolf, allegedly a former sympathiser of the 
left-wing terrorist Red Army Fraction, dropped 
out of school in 1977 and departed for abroad a 
year later to become a right-wing mercenary in 
Argentina and southern Rhodesia. His loud 
boasts of being a contract killer for the South 
African police during the apartheid era attracted 
the attention of the German internal security 
service, the Verfassungsschutz. 

On his return to Germany at the beginning of 
the 1990s, he immediately immersed himself in 
fascist activity. By 1994, he was involved heavily 
enough to stand as an election candidate in the 
Cologne district of Nippes for the nazi German 
League for People and Homeland (DLVH). In this 
role, he mixed freely with activists of the militant 
nazi scene. 

Police interest in Adolf intensified when he fell 
under suspicion of organising a fascist terrorist 
“battle group”. The press has claimed that the 
Verfassungsschutz twice tried to recruit him as 
an informer. He was subsequently rejected, it 
appears, because he was too bloodthirsty. 

Adolf came into conflict with Nickel over his 
failure to pay rent on an isolated farmstead used 
for wild parties and believed to be a meeting 
centre for fascist activists. The landlord had 
commissioned the lawyer to recover the debt. 





former punk musician, Douglas Pearce. The band uses 
Nazi symbols such as the SS death’s head and has 
performed wearing Waffen SS camouflage uniforms. 

According to apologists for the band, the use of nazi 
“aesthetic” is “a provocation” meant to make people 
think. However, statements by Pearce indicate 
otherwise. After the outbreak of war in Yugoslavia, 
Pearce visited the headquarters of the fascist HOS 
militia in Croatia, which was responsible for brutal 
massacres of innocent people, and complained that the 
Croatian president, Franjo Tudjman, had downplayed 
the role of the HOS militia and the nazi Black Legion in 
“the Croatian freedom struggle”. 

When German nazis ran riot in a full-scale pogrom 
in the north German city of Rostock in 1992, all the bands 
at the Dark Christmas Festival in Hamburg issued a 
joint statement condemning the pogrom and fascism. 
The only band that refused to sign the statement was 
Death in June. Indeed, Pearce expressed his “under- 
standing” for those who set ablaze the apartment block for 
Vietnamese guest workers. Pearce has also expressed his 
fascination for the Brownshirts, a Nazi mass organisation 
in the early 1930s, and their leader, Ernst R6hm. 

While the management of Hulen seems oblivious to 
the facts about Death in June, others are expressing their 
concern. Julius Paltiel, head of the Jewish community in 
Trondheim and an Auschwitz survivor, has said that one 
would have expected students to have more common 
sense, and has urged them to stop the concert. Bergen 
Anti-fascist Action has declared that it will take action to 
stop the gig. 

While Bergen looks set have its first nazi gig, organised 
by people who claim to be “anti-fascists”, Tore Tvedt, 
head of the bizarre psychosect, Vigrid, is still conducting 
his weird ceremonies. Tvedt, who proclaims himself to 
have been appointed a prophet by the ancient Norse god 
Odin in 1997, has frantically travelled around Norway for 
the past few months preaching his lunatic gospel. 

Tvedt has brainwashed young people into his nazi 
psychosect and baptised them in the name of Odin at a 
ceremony in which he swings a huge wooden hammer 
of Thor while his second in command, Torgrim 
Bredesen, totes a sword. 

Tvedt’s activities have caused serious concern to 
police, youth workers and parents in the areas where he 
has been active, especially as he urges his young 
followers to arm themselves with knives. He has already 
been fined for violence against a 14-year-old girl and is 
now facing prison for making racist statements on 
Vigrid’s website. Another incident giving Tvedt a big 
legal headache is the recent discovery by police of a 
sawn-off shotgun in his bedroom. 
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Anna Lindh murder not nazi related 


From Stieg Larsson in Stockholm 


THE MURDER OF Sweden's Foreign Minister stunned 
the country and sparked renewed debate on a number 
of sensitive issues, touching on the very foundations of 
an open democratic society and the vulnerability of 
elected politicians. 

It was with a feeling of déja vu that Sweden was 
plunged into deep shock by the brutal stabbing of Anna 
Lindh on 10 September, a few days before the country 
was due to vote in a referendum on entry into the 
Eurozone. She died 12 hours later, after being rushed to 
the Karolinska hospital, which boasts one of Sweden's 
best trauma units, and undergoing eight hours 
of surgery, during which she received over 40 litres of 
blood. Her attacker had stabbed her repeatedly in the 
lower abdomen, twisting the knife and causing massive 
damage to the blood vessels, liver and other organs. 

This was not the first such political murder in Sweden. 
In 1986, Prime Minister Olof Palme was shot dead by a 
still unidentified gunman after venturing out to the 
cinema with his wife. The careers and murders of 
Ms Lindh and Mr Palme parallel each other. 

Ms Lindh was an immensely popular figure who was 
considered the front runner to succeed Prime Minister 
Go6ran Persson when he eventually steps down. 
She enjoyed an unusual degree of respect among 
politicians as well as in the population. 

Starting out as head of the Social Democrats’ youth 
organisation, SSU, in the 1980s, Ms Lindh became 
known as an outspoken anti-racist and a prominent 
speaker against the Sweden Democrats’ forerunner, the 
Sweden Party. She became a Minister of Environment in 
the 1990s and was promoted to the post of Foreign 
Minister after the 1998 elections. 

This move surprised some commentators and she was 
initially criticised for being “inexperienced in 
diplomatic matters”, but the criticism evaporated as she 
quickly established herself as a respected international 
political figure, possibly the first Swede to enjoy such 
respect since Mr Palme. She was unusual in that she 
stood for certain values and principles and never 
hesitated to speak her own mind. This, too, made her 
unpopular with racists. 

Shortly before Ms Lindh’s death, Expo journalist 
Richard Slatt interviewed her at length for the magazine's 
summer issue focusing on extremism in Europe. 
The purpose of the interview was to find out how she 
viewed a Europe where racist parties have made 
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advances in Belgium, France, Italy and other countries. 

She told him she was confident that racism does not 
really have a future in Europe but also expressed 
concern over developments in recent years. “I think the 
most serious case”, she explained, “is Italy where 
Mussolini’s old party today is part of the government”. 

Ms Lindh’s murder caused havoc in Sweden. The chief 
of the Stockholm county police took personal charge 
of a task force and the police were determined not 
to repeat the mistakes made in the investigation of 
Mr Palme’s murder. Politics were pushed aside and the 
police concentrated on traditional crime detection. 

In contrast to Palme’s murder, there were plenty 
eyewitnesses, surveillance camera footage from the 
department store, a murder weapon and forensic 
evidence, including DNA, which has been processed at 
the Birmingham Crime Laboratory in Britain. 

There was never a question of Ms Lindh’s murder 
being a premeditated and planned political assas- 
sination. She simply went shopping in a department 
store and ran into the wrong person. After accumulating 
the evidence, the police were soon able to assemble a 
cast of five or six potential main suspects. 

One of the suspects, who looked remarkably like the 
figure caught on surveillance camera footage, was a 35- 
year-old man with a criminal record for a number of 
minor offences. He seemed to fit the profile of a lone 
assailant and police arrested him a few days after the 
murder following a tip-off from a close relative. 

This man immediately became the target of an 
unparalleled media frenzy with hysterical claims that he 
was a “leading nazi”, a “psychopath”, a “fanatic football 
hooligan’, a ‘bisexual playboy” known for his “hatred of 
the working class” and a “friend” of Princess Madeleine. 

An investigation of the suspect’s background by the 
anti-fascist magazine Expo quickly revealed that most of 
the media claims were bogus, rumour or exaggerations. 
Yes, 18 years ago, at the age of 17, he had painted a 
swastika on a wall in his home town, an act for which he 
was convicted and fined. But that does not make him a 
“key nazi activist”. Yes, he knew a few nazis. On the other 
hand, he also knew and associated with quite a few anti- 
nazis. Yes, he was a member of a football supporters’ 
club, but claims of involvement in hooliganism were 
difficult to substantiate. Bisexual? So what? And his 
alleged “playboyism” boiled down to the fact that he, like 
thousands of other young Stockholmers, frequented 


certain clubs and pubs where, occasionally, Princess 
Madeleine went for a drink, not necessarily at the same 
time and most certainly not in his company. 

As a result of this media welter and its own research, 
Expo decided to ignore this suspect. There was nothing 
to write about. A few days after being picked up, he 
was not surprisingly released and is now setting out to 
sue a number of newspapers for very handsome sums 
for publishing the figments of their journalists’ fevered 
imaginations. 

The police quickly made a second arrest. This time the 
suspect was a 24-year-old unemployed youngster of 
Serbian immigrant background with known psychological 
problems. Although he is pleading not guilty, his arrest 
looks far more convincing. A county court has upheld the 
arrest on two occasions and from what has leaked from 
the police investigation (which is not much) there is 
substantial technical and forensic evidence. No doubt that 
evidence will be presented and scrutinised in a court of 
law and a verdict will eventually follow. 

Ms Lindh’s death, however, is continuing to give rise to 
wider debates. Still smarting from the unwholesome 
fiasco of the first suspect, the media have been careful not 
to publish obvious nonsense about the latest suspect, 
although there have been some claims of an “extreme 
nationalist background” and a possible link to the 
“Yugoslav Mafia’. Expo cannot confirm these allegations. 

What is known is that he was born in Sweden and sent 
to school in Serbia at the age of six, returning to Sweden 
as a teenager. There are no known links to any extreme 
right-wing or nationalist group and sources with a very 
good insight into the “Yugoslav Mafia” say he was 
possibly a “wannabe” but was never accepted into any 
gang. That leaves only an image of a young man of 
immigrant background with big psychological problems. 

The second question under discussion is how the 
Swedish Security Police, who are responsible for the 
personal safety of politicians, managed, for the second 
time in fewer than 20 years, to leave a high profile target 
high and dry without a semblance of protection, 
especially in the closing stages of a very heated political 
campaign in which Ms Lindh was a key participant. 

Despite her position as Foreign Minister and her role in 





the referendum campaign, she had no police protection 
while travelling to and from political meetings, seminars, 
shopping or, like Palme, going to the cinema. To some 
extent, this is the result of the attitude of ministers 
themselves. Palme, for instance, was notorious for 
avoiding “company” in his private life. While he accepted 
the advice of security experts at political meetings and at 
times when tension rose or specific threats were made, 
he also wanted a private life that was private. 

Since Palme’s murder, the Prime Minister has had 
round-the-clock security. The Foreign Minister does not 
and the judgement of the security police, despite the 
heated atmosphere of the referendum campaign, was 
that there was “no threat” to Ms Lindh. 

How the police reached this conclusion is still under 
investigation but the public reacted with shock to the 
realisation that the nation’s Foreign Minister had 
absolutely no protection. It had been generally assumed 
that since Palme’s murder prominent politicians would 
receive constant professional and competent 
protection. Ms Lindh’s husband claims that his wife 
certainly never refused bodyguards. 

An example of this chronic lack of protection became 
apparent only days before the murder. On the campaign 
trail, Ms Lindh and a fellow minister, Ulrica Messing, 
attended an outdoor meeting in central Gavle, 200km 
north of Stockholm. During Ms Lindh’s speech, a local 
drunk came up to her and made abusive comments to 
her face. He became so persistent that onlookers were 
surprised that no police were available to remove him. 
In the end Ms Messing had to shove him aside herself. 

A third question being debated is what price is 
acceptable for holding public office? The political 
climate in Sweden has become increasingly foul over the 
past decade with the extreme right targeting public 
figures for political hate campaigns. 

Extreme right propaganda attacking individuals such 
as Mona Sahlin, who is in charge of Sweden's integration 
policy, and other ministers or politicians regardless 
of party affiliation, has created an environment in which 
it has become fashionable to “hate” a public figure. 
Ms Sahlin, for example, is often described as a “traitor”, 
bought by a foreign occupying power, “the immigrants”. 

Any ignorant rumour or innuendo seems acceptable. 
Did you know, for example, that Prime Minister Persson 
financed the attack on the World Trade Centre of 
11 September 2001? Well, he did. It says so on the 
extremist Sweden Democrats’ website. 

Indeed, the internet has helped shape the vocabulary. 
Less than an hour after the attack on Ms Lindh, when a 
confused media was reporting that she had only 
sustained cuts to the arm, a message signed “MS” was 
posted on the “Exilen” internet forum. “Too bad she 
didn’t receive life threatening injuries,” it read. 

Exilen is an open forum on which can post messages 
24 hours a day. It is a site where members of the National 
Democrats and Sweden Democrats, antisemites, 
isLamophobes and other cranks spend hours every day. 

A few moments after MS’s statement, a contributor 
using the alias “Blue-Yellow” ranted: “As a representative 
of treacherous multi-culture loving government that 
opens the doors for an invasion of Arabs raping, looting, 
plundering and assaulting Swedes ... she is a bastard. 
She doesn’t deserve better.” Then “Doktor Malan” 
jumped in to express his twisted sentiments: “I hope the 
socialist whore dies”. And so it went on. 

Anna Lindh was not murdered by a nazi. That was not 
for lack of wishful thinking. Welcome to the lunatic 
fringe of Swedish politics. 


Anna Lindh, 
then leader of 
the Young 
Social 
Democrats, 
speaking at a 
rally against 
the neo- 
fascist 
Sweden Party 
in May 1987. 
(Photo: Stieg 
Larsson/Expo) 
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GERMANY 


Nazis well established in home 
town of bomb plot suspect 





From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


THE YOUNG NAZI LEADER arrested in September for a 
bomb plot came from a small town in the north of 
former East Germany in which fascists are very well 
established. Martin Wiese, 27, leader of the militant 
Kameradschaft Siid, moved to Munich three years ago 
from the Hanseatic town of Anklam and immediately 
busied himself in nazi activity. 

According to police investigators, he was planning a 
bomb attack at a ceremony to lay the foundation stone 
of a new synagogue in Munich. His targets included 
Jewish dignitaries and Germany's president Johannes 
Rau. During raids in Munich, northern Brandenburg 
and the northeastern state of Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, police seized around 1.7kg of TNT which 
formed part of a haul totalling 14kg of explosives. 

The 30-strong group around Wiese, which included 
four women aged between 17 and 21, was preparing for 
its terror attacks by spying systematically on Social 
Democratic politicians and left-wing groups in the 
Munich area. One of the women, it has been revealed, 


Martin 
Wiese 
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was employed in the Post Bank and had extracted 
information about the bank accounts of anti-fascists 
and left-wingers. A month into the investigation led by 
the federal state prosecutor in Karlsruhe into the terror 
plot, a further 12 arrest warrants have been issued. 

In the past, fascist activity in Anklam amounted to 
groups of nazi louts swaggering through the streets but 
those days are over. Now they have establish themselves 
right in the centre of town of 15,000 people. Just five 
minutes away from Anklam’s historic Hanseatic town 
hall stands their shop with the illuminated sign: “New 
Dawn - Streetwear, Music and More”. 

In the window are two black hooded tops of the type 
worn by every other youngster in the town. Hanging from 
tightly packed clothes stands is a variety of T-shirts 
promoting nazi hate rock bands. In the shop itself, next to 
a collecting tin for “comrades in need”, are copies of the 
latest edition of the 48-page nazi rag, Der Fahnentrdger 
(The Flag Carrier), with its glossy cover in the black, white 
and red of the Nazi party. The magazine, printed at the 
main printshop in nearby Wolgast, does not bother to 
hide its politics, which its cover proclaims as “offensive 
national socialism”. 

Business in the shop seems perfectly normal until one 
examines the clientele: two skinheads drinking coffee 
and chatting with the two blonde women behind the 
counter. Their conversation ends abruptly. “Talking to 
journalists is out of the question,” says the older 
skinhead, who is aged about 30 and has only one eye. 
“The press does nothing but lie,” he adds. 

The fact that Wiese’s arrest has put them in the media 
spotlight visibly irritates these nazis. “We don’t know 
Martin Wiese and just because he was born here doesn't 
mean we have to know him,” sulks one of the women. 
The word “Kameradschaft” is met by a shaking of heads 
and stony silence. 

Every T-shirt and every jacket in “New Dawn’, 
however, spells out the clear message: “Right-wing 
extremist and proud of it”. It puts its bearers on the very 
rim of legality. To those unfamiliar with the nazi scene, 
the numbered codes on the T-shirts are almost 
impenetrable but to those in the know the message is all 
too obvious. For example, one can buy a sweat shirt for 
£30 with the legend “28 — we are not going to let them 
ban us”. This is a reference to the outlawed nazi 
skinhead organisation Blood and Honour, the numbers 
“2” and “8” standing for “B” and “H”. 

Many goods are only available to a well initiated circle 


of customers but the turnover of nazi material is 
not small. In summer 2001, one nazi ordered 350 
copies of a new CD, Republik der Strolche, by the 
Berlin nazi band Landser. The fact that it is illegal to 
buy Landser’s CDs adds to the excitement for the 
retailers and customers alike. The lyrics on this 
infamous CD are currently the subject of court 
proceedings in Berlin where three of the band’s 
alleged members are charged with belonging to a 
criminal gang and incitement to racial hatred. 

The nazi who bought the 350 CDs two years 
ago need not have worried about them gathering 
dust in Anklam because there is a well established 
market for this trash in the 20-strong 
Kameradschaftsbund Anklam (KBA), the outfit to 
which Wiese belonged before he decamped to 
Munich. 

Support for the nazis took a big leap forward after 
regular concerts were held in the nearby village of 
Biinzow in the mid 1990s. These concerts proved 
popular with nazis from Germany, Britain and 
Scandinavia and have attained near legendary status 
thanks to videos of them being circulated across Europe. 
These videos are real X-certificate material, showing 
black-clad, muscle-bound, nazi skinhead “security 
staff” posing with Hitler salutes while another 600 
bawling and half-naked boneheads go crazy to the 
sound of the British nazi band No Remorse playing their 
infamous “hit”, “Barbecue in Rostock” — all in front of a 
swastika flag on stage. 

The local nazis had good reason to celebrate the 
notorious August 1992 arson attack on a Vietnamese 
workers’ hostel in Rostock because they used it to prevent 
the opening of a hostel for refugees in Anklam, with the 
result that only a few non-Germans live in the town. 

There is little doubt that the Biinzow concerts were 
the catalyst for the formation of the KBA and the 
opening of “New Dawn”. Some of the skinheads have 
become businessmen who tout the whole panoply of 
nazi wares and fancy dress to their eager customers. 

One of these business men is Markus Thielke, the nazi 
who bought the 350 CDs and who, until recently, was 
living in a kind of nazi rural commune in the village of 
Salchow. The building housing this commune is a 
farmhouse built in 1907. In front of its closed blinds 
graze a half dozen horses while a pitbull terrier runs up 
and down the garden. In the entrance hall, one is 
greeted with a nazi mural bearing the words, in gothic 
script, “Lest den Stahlhelm” (read the Steel Helmet), 
a paper of Hitlers Wehrmacht. On a mirror are the 
so-called “14 words” of the US nazi terrorist David Lane, 
“We must secure the existence of our people and a 
future for white children”. 

An extended barn near the house has been turned 
into a regular weekend venue, the authorities believe, 
for strategy meetings attended by as many as 100 nazis 
from across Germany. However, the fat young man 
dressed in a blue boiler suit and tennis socks who opens 
the door of the building does not want to talk about that. 
Nor does he want to talk about Wiese, reciting the same 
mantra, “just because he is born here ...” as the people 
in the shop. 

The extent to which the nazis are ingrained in the area 
is apparent from the nazi posters plastered on every bus 
shelter along the main roads. In the nearby village of 
Blesewitz, one Mirko Gudath advertises his roofing 
business from the edge of the main road with a six-foot 
high wooden “life rune”, a pagan symbol favoured by 
nazis. Gudath is another nazi who has established 
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himself. Until recently he belonged to the KBA but now 
portrays himself in the local newspaper as a young 
entrepreneur and sponsor of a table tennis club. 

Both Thielke and Gudath come from the same 
generation of right-wing extremists as Wiese but have 
followed different lanes along the fascist highway. 
While Wiese went to Munich to build bombs, opting to 
remain on the edge of society, the other two have 
renewed their acquaintance with it by creating jobs for 
their fellow nazis and trying to create a “national rural 
idyll”. So rooted are they that they stage events such as a 
“national” volleyball tournament to promote the nazi 
National Democratic Party of Germany. 

Local trade union officials are very worried about 
the way in which young right-wing extremists are 
being elected as union representatives in workplaces, 
especially when they insist on using the words “national” 
and “social” in the same breath. Likewise in the schools, 
teachers are increasingly concerned about pupils who 
have clearly learned their history from the “training 
manuals” of the Kameradschaften (Comradeship groups) 
and openly honour Hitler's deputy, Rudolf Hess, as 
a martyr. 

Anybody who hoped that many of these young right- 
wing extremists would eventually drop out to look after 
their “woman, child and pitbull” can, it seems, forget it. 
The high number of young women in the Kameradschaften 
has only served to consolidate their presence. 

Despite the tangible evidence of the poisonous effect 
on society of the KBA - and the 15 other 
Kameradschaften groups in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
— it is incredible that nobody in the state Interior 
Ministry in Schwerin appears even to be thinking about 
outlawing these organisations. The same applies in 
Anklam, where, it is true, there is little right-wing 
violence, a fact that itself attests to the wide extent of 
fascist domination. 

No wonder, then, that the town’s mayor, Michael 
Galander, can claim that the extremists “stick out 
relatively little’ and can protest that any move against 
“New Dawn” would simply be seen as “a provocation’. 
Galander, 34, has made his money from the business he 
started when he arrived in Anklam from western 
Germany ten years ago. His aim as mayor, he says, is to 
create 500 jobs in a region with 25% unemployment. 

He hopes to do this, it appears, by turning a blind eye 
to the problems of right-wing extremism that are staring 
him in the face. How else can one interpret his bland 
comment that, “I cannot for the life of me imagine that 
we have a serious problem with right-wing extremism”? 





Granddad 
was right, 
says a Nazi 
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“Pomeranian 
Action Front” 
Openly on 
display in 
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THE ORANGE SWASTIKA 


The rise of new millennium Loyalist Nazism 


By Dr John Coulter 


AN ORANGE SWASTIKA is now fluttering over the red-white- 
and-blue of supposedly loyal Ulster as the far fight makes a 
concerted bid for power in an attempt to copy the recent 
British National Party council successes in England. 

It has led to the development of a two-pronged assault 
along social class lines which first found its roots with the 
start of the new millennium. The term Loyalist Nazi has 
come to symbolise those working-class Protestants who 
have become involved in political activity mainly in urban 
loyalist districts of Northern Ireland. 

Their vehicles of recruitment have been the BNP itself, the 
National Front, the British Nazi Party (also known as the 9th 
November Society), but especially the White Nationalist Party. 

The far right’s secondary tactic is to infiltrate respectable 
middle-class political parties and clubs. They are known as 
Unionist National Socialists. 

This is not the first time the far right has tried to cross the 
Irish Sea in a bid to establish a power based in Ulster. It has 
always had limited success in the past because it has been 
competing for supporters and members with the loyalist 
paramilitary groups, especially the Ulster Volunteer Force 
and the Ulster Defence Association. 

Politically, too, the far right has found itself in direct 
competition with the Ulster-based parties that speak for the 
UVF and UDA, namely the Progressive Unionist Party and 
the now defunct Ulster Democratic Party. 

Essentially, the far right attempted to cash in on the 
Northern Ireland Troubles with an anti-lrish Republican 
agenda portraying the IRA as the enemies of the United 
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Kingdom. The NF’s bid to capitalise on the Ulster Workers’ 
Council strike of 1974, which brought down the 
Sunningdale power-sharing executive between Unionists 
and Nationalists, ran aground because the NF could not 
break the political grip of the United Ulster Unionist Council. 

The NF tried again in the aftermath of the November 
1985 Anglo-lrish Agreement, which saw considerable 
Unionist opposition to the Dublin accord. During this period, 
the NF National Directorate member John Field was posted 
to Ulster, a shop was established in the loyalist heartland of 
East Belfast, and David Kerr, a leading Ulster activist, 
contested a council seat as an NF candidate, but secured 
only a handful of votes. 

In the 1980s, the NF tried to push the theory of an 
independent Ulster, the favoured stance at one time of the 
Ulster Vanguard movement of the 1970s during the UWC strike 
era. The 1980s NF campaign fizzled out as the mainland 
organisation ripped itself apart in internal power struggles. 

In the early 1990s, the BNP the nazi terror group Combat 
18 and the National Socialist Alliance — a political umbrella 
for minuscule groups that supported Combat 18 -— all tried to 
find footholds in the North. But they could not compete, let 
alone provide a radical street alternative for young Loyalists, 
with the hardline bootboy tactics of the paramilitaries. 

Apart from isolated individual members, the far right lay 
largely dormant in the North until a series of confrontations 
within Unionism’s mainstream parties in the new 
millennium provided the opportunity for both the overt and 
covert wings to begin street activity and recruiting. 

One of the first events that sparked this new wave of 
activity was a row in Ballymena Borough Council in County 
Antrim between councillors from lan Paisley’s Democratic 
Unionist Party and the borough’s Muslim community. 
The DUP members initially refused to accept a gift of an 
Islamic brass replica that the Muslim community had 
presented in friendship. The WNP and NF seized upon the 
controversy and embarked on a sticker and leaflet campaign 
across the town, with the WNP eventually accused of putting 
up their flags in potentially provocative areas. 

In Craigavon in County Armagh, a controversy surrounding 
planning permission for a mosque has allowed the WNP to 
raise its profile in the borough. The British Nazi Party is also 
thought to be preparing to target Dungannon and the area 
covered by South Tyrone borough council, where there is a 
growing population of Portuguese migrant workers. 

Given the small percentages in the North’s 1.7 million 
population of the ethnic communities, which consist mainly 
of people of Chinese, Asian, Muslim, traveller and Jewish 


origins, one might wonder why the extreme right would want 
to organise in a part of Ireland where no previous serious 
racial tensions existed 

The far right is planning to build on two future fronts. 
First, the Irish Republic has voted to accept the Nice 
Treaty, paving the way for the creation of a much-enlarged, 
25-member state European Union. There is now a very real 
danger that the perceived asylum-seeker problem, which 
has dogged mainland Britain and parts of France, will 
mushroom in the North in spite of the religious tensions 
between Catholics and Protestants in certain areas. 
Ironically, it was the internecine sectarian conflict within 
Northern Christianity that deterred the creation of large- 
scale ethnic communities during the Troubles in Derry and 
Belfast like those that now exist in English cities such as 
Birmingham and Bradford. 

Whether the North is governed by a devolved Assembly at 
Stormont, direct rule from Westminster, or even through 
joint authority between Dublin and London, a peaceful 
solution to the Ulster crisis will spark a sharp increase in 
European asylum-seekers attempting to settle in Northern 
Ireland and the Republic. 

Tactically, the far right wants to be in place and ready to 
capitalise politically on any explosion in the number of 
asylum-seekers entering the North. The far right’s key date 
will be the summer of 2005 when local government elections 
are scheduled, with speculation that the NF and WNP will try 
to repeat some of the election successes of the BNP. 

However, while the BNP NF, WNP and British Nazi Party 
represent the explicit face of neo-fascism in the North, 
there is also a underlying potential threat posed by implicit 
Nazi sympathisers within mainstream unionism. 
Nevertheless this threat should not be seen as more 
serious than is justified. 

lain Duncan Smith, leader of the Conservative Party, has 
already suspended the hardline right-wing pressure group, 
the Monday Club, in face of allegations concerning its 
position on race and asylum-seekers. The Ulster Monday 
Club was once one of the most influential pressure groups 
within the Ulster Unionist Party. Boasting 40 activists in 
many of the North’s constituencies, it had four UUP MPs in 
its ranks. However, the Ulster Monday Club, unlike the 
national organisation, was never dogged by any allegations 
that it had been infiltrated by fascists or neo-nazis. 

There is no doubt that the scandal surrounding the 
national Monday Club was a contributory factor in its Ulster 
branch becoming defunct a number of years ago. However, 
it must be clearly emphasised that none of the serving and 
former MPs connected with the Ulster Monday Club at that 
time had ever been linked to racism or fascism. 

That is no longer the case in the new millennium and a 
far-right faction within the UUP would like to see the Ulster 
Monday Club rekindled. Before the Ulster Monday Club 
disbanded, membership was only open to card-carrying 
members of the UUP A key reason why the modern far right 
is targeting the Ulster Monday Club name is the esteem in 
which the Club was once held in Ulster Unionist circles. 

One such long-time far-right sympathiser and card- 
carrying UUP member in an interview with the Irish Daily 
Star said: “The UUP is not really party in the true 
organisational sense. It is really a federation of 
organisations. The UUP is fullof cliques, cabals and 
factions, and we on the far right are just one of them. 

“We would like to see the Monday Club reformed in the 
UUP again, but there is the false impression that anyone on 
the far right has got to be dogmatically opposed to the Good 
Friday Agreement. The faction | represent, whilst it would 
certainly be small, would be classified as far right, but pro- 
Agreement. We have enough political maturity, experience 


and common sense between us to realise that the only way 
to advance our ideology is through mainstream politics. 

“The good thing is that the BNP and NF will take the heat 
off us. We eventually want to organise within the UUP in 
much the same way as Militant successfully did within the 
Labour Party and the trade unions in Britain. The hard 
reality is that whilst they will make a lot of noise in the 
coming years, the BNP and NF will never be anything more 
than a ‘two men and a dog outfit’. But they are correct 
about the threat which the asylum-seekers will pose in 
Ulster — and in the South — within the next generation.” 

The other major danger comes from the Ku Klux Klan, 
which is recruiting well-educated, middle class Protestants 
in a conspiracy to expel all asylum-seekers and the Irish 
travelling community from Northern Ireland. Klansmen from 
the reformed Knights of the Invisible Empire have been 
cashing in on anti-Islamic feeling to hand-pick activists from 
unionism’s traditional educated middle class, dubbed the 
fur coat brigade. 

A spokesman for the Invisible Empire, who wished only to 
be identified as a “well-educated, middle-class, white 
graduate from County Antrim”, said his organisation had 
“permanently binned the movie-reel images of Klansmen in 
white sheets brandishing American Confederate flags and 
burning Black Baptist churches”. 

He claimed he held the position of “Grand Dragon” in the 
Invisible Empire and that the rise of “Klan policies” was a 
“direct consequence of working-class loyalist reaction to 
the growth in the immigrant and gypsy races in Ulster”. 

It would appear the Klan is trying to build a group of nazi 
intellectuals similar to the League of St George organisation 
in England, which is one of the main UK representatives in 
the European nazi network. 

The Knights of the Invisible Empire were one of the 
largest Klan groupings of the last century. “As our title 
states, we will operate as an invisible empire within the 
political community. People are selected to join the Knights; 
to be a member of the Invisible Empire is by invitation only.” 

The Invisible Empire, according to the Klan source, is 
organised along the structures of revolutionary cells in some 
of Ulster’s 18 Westminster constituencies. It takes its 
racism from the writings of the Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler, and 
its initiation ceremonies resemble the blood-curdling oaths 
of Irish Freemasonry. 

There can be no doubting that the working and middle- 
class far right groups are working to a common agenda — 
preparation for the expansion of the EU and a potential 
increase in asylum-seekers coming to Ireland, especially to 
Ulster. The existing Irish travelling community is another 
target. There is a real danger:that generations of sectarian 
violence in the North could’be replaced by racial violence. 
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Belgian nazi leader boosts Dutch far right 


From Jeroen Bosch of Alert! in Utrecht 


FILIP DEWINTER, leader of the far-right Belgian 
Vlaams Blok, paid a sneak “working” visit to Rotterdam 
at the end of September at the invitation of Michiel 
Smit’s Nieuw Rechts (New Right) organisation. Smit is a 
former Rotterdam city councillor for Leefbaar 
Rotterdam, the local arm of the late Pim Fortuyn’s 
populist movement, the List Pim Fortuyn, and is still an 
active LPF member. The invitation was issued in the 
face of an instruction to Smit from the leader of the LPF 
not to associate with the VB. 

Anti-fascists contributed to Smit’s removal from 
Leefbaar Rotterdam by exposing his contacts with 
known ultra-rightists, such as the former Nederlands 
Blok leader Wim Vreeswijk, and his activities on the nazi 
internet forum Stormfront, where Third Reich fetishism, 
swastikas and antisemitism are salient features. 

September was a very busy month for Smit and his 
organisation. On 11 September, they held a 50-strong 
demonstration in Rotterdam to commemorate the 
victims of the terrorist attacks in the USA two years ago 
and to campaign against the alleged support that Muslim 
organisations in The Netherlands give to terrorism. 

The organising committee for the demonstration 
consisted of a motley crew from the Jonge Fortuynisten, 
the youth wing of the LPR some right-wing 
conservatives from internet forums such as “Freedom of 
Speech’, the Friends of Fortuyn - a group that gained 
infamy for its mock “hanging” of Volkert van der Graaf 
outside his trial for Fortuyn’s murder — and, last but not 
least, the fascist New National Party (NNP). 

The open cooperation between the young 
Fortuynistas and splinter groups such as Nieuw Rechts 
shows that the LPF’s leadership has lost control to such 
an extent that the far-right element in the party feels free 
to do what it wants. 

In August, Mat Herben, the leader of the LPE warned 
Smit not to compromise the LPF by hooking up with the 
VB. The warning did not come out of thin air. Smit had 
previously visited the VB and attended an international 
meeting of Movimento Giovani Padani, the youth 
organisation of the Italian right-wing separatist party 
Lega Nord, and the Sweden Democrats in Malm6 in June 
and July. 

The VB, and especially Dewinter, have never hid their 
admiration for Fortuyn and, after the victory of Leefbaar 
Rotterdam in the March 2002 elections, immediately 
established Leefbaar Antwerpen. 

Dewinter also revealed on Dutch television earlier this 
year that he had had telephone conversations with 
Fortuyn and that they had agreed to meet after an LPF 
victory in last year’s parliamentary elections which 
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would probably have made Fortuyn prime minister had 
he not been murdered in the run-up to the poll. 

The VB has continued to flaunt its esteem for Fortuyn, 
claiming that he “breached political correctness in 
The Netherlands”. On 6 May, a VB delegation laid a 
wreath at the Belgian-Dutch border to pay tribute to 
Fortuyn and to honour his political legacy. Smit and 
Rob Verreycken, a VB city councillor in Antwerp, want 
to erect a statue of Fortuyn in the city. 

By the end of September the time was ripe for 
Dewinter to make a further “secret” and maximum 
security visit to The Netherlands. Indeed, his latest 
appearance marks the sixth occasion on which he has 
parleyed with Dutch right-wingers on Dutch soil. 

On his first trip, in 1988, he wanted to hold a public 
meeting together with the ultra-right Centrum 
Democrats but ended up being arrested immediately 
when he tried to make a speech through a megaphone 
from the window of a CD member's house in Dordrecht. 

On another visit in 1997 the VB staged a press 
conference in a private room in the village of Woerden, 
while the fascist strong-arm squad, Voorpost, took care 
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of security. A year later, he spoke to a group of Dutch 
right-wingers, advising them to take a break for at least 
eight years before trying to get back on the 
parliamentary circuit. 

Dewinter’s endeavours since the early 1990s have 
mainly been devoted to an attempt to unite the extreme 
right in The Netherlands. His efforts were frequently 
thwarted by the capriciousness of the CD’s leader, the 
late Hans Janmaat. 

Dewinter’s last visit to The Netherlands was a trip to 
Amsterdam in September 2001 to take part in a live 
television discussion programme, Buitenhof, together 
with Johan Leman of the Brussels-based Centre for 
Equal Rights and the liberal right-wing Dutch 
parliamentarian Henk Kamp, who is notorious for his 
outbursts against refugees. 

The trip was hardly auspicious. Indeed, things rapidly 
went wrong when anti-fascists confronted Dewinter 
before the broadcast and his car was smashed up with 
him still in it. It was later revealed that Dewinter had 
been preparing himself for the televised debate by 
reading the book My father, Rudolf Hess in his car. 

His problems did not end when he entered the 
television studio because during the programme he 
was drenched in chocolate sauce to give him the 
brown image he rightly deserves. No sooner had studio 
staff hurriedly cleaned him up than anti-fascist 
demonstrators used firecrackers to drown him out 
for several minutes. After the show, a very scared 
but incandescent Dewinter, his car wrecked, his suit 
ruined and his image damaged, was forced to beat a 
retreat from Amsterdam in a police van to rendezvous 
with the Dutch branch of Voorpost, which escorted 
him home to Antwerp. 

Now, two years on, Dewinter turned up with an 
entourage of security men and VB parliamentarians 
who accompanied him on a “walkabout” in Rotterdam, 
a city they perceive as similar to Antwerp, both 
having a big harbour, heavy unemployment and large 
immigrant populations. 

Joop van Heijgen, then still a councillor of Leefbaar 
Rotterdam, and Florens van der Kooi, the NNP chairman 
and a councillor in the Rotterdam district of Feijenoord, 
acted as tour guides for the VB visitors. In interviews 
with the press, Dewinter and Smit raged against 
the construction of a new mosque in the city and 
Dewinter went out of his way to praise Nieuw Recht’s 
work. He also expressed surprise at the public debate 
Leefbaar Rotterdam has initiated about measures to 
stop the influx of foreigners into the city. “We are not 
ready for that in Antwerp yet,” he commented. 

Van Heijgen quickly switched from Leefbaar 
Rotterdam to Nieuw Rechts after Dewinter’s visit, 
claiming that he found the ideas of Leefbaar Rotterdam 
“too soft”. His change of party is significant because it 
has resulted in the coalition between Leefbaar 
Rotterdam, the conservatives and the liberals losing its 
majority on the city council. This has handed the casting 
vote to Smit and van Heijgen, increasing their power. 

Following the successes of Dewinter's visit and his 
launch of a local newspaper, Nieuws uit Rotterdam, 
Smit has won some respect from the Fortuynistas and 
other right-wingers but remains a controversial 
political solo artist whose politics can pull him in all 
directions. Nevertheless, he seems to be the only right- 
winger currently capable of organising anything, 
although his pro-Israeli stance is not popular among 
other right-wing extremists, especially the NNP, a party 
that still has some influential antisemites in its ranks. 


BELGIUM 


From Wim Haelsterman for 
Reésistances/AFF-Verzet in Brussels 


Call to end state funding 
for far right 


ELIO DI RUPO, president of the Socialist party (PS) in 
Belgium’s French-speaking Wallonia region, has 
launched a new attack on extreme right-wing 
organisations that profit from state subsidies for political 
parties. “A democracy does not have to finance its 
enemies,” declared Di Rupo, who is one of Belgium’s 
most powerful politicians. 

Belgium’s subsidy system was set up during the late 
1980s to provide mainstream Belgian political parties 
with the means to survive financially without having to 
rely on dubious donations from the private sector. 
As soon as a party wins elected representatives in both 
the federal parliament and the senate, it receives an 
annual sum from the state, the amount depending on 
the party’s results in the previous federal elections. 

Frank Vanhecke, the glamour-boy president of the 
extreme right-wing Viaams Blok, which gains its support 
from the Flemish-speaking northern region of Belgium, 
has dismissed Di Rupo’s initiative, saying that he is 
neither surprised nor impressed. “We are convinced the 
PS is attacking us because we have always denounced 
abuses in the southern part of the country,” he declared. 
One of the elements in the VB’s nationalist-populist 
campaigning is the supposed abuse of the social 
security system in the French part of Belgium and the 
transfer of funds from the richer Flanders region to 
poorer Wallonia to alleviate the situation. 

The PS’s campaign to cut off state funding for outfits such 
as the VB is more than likely born out of frustration with the 
electoral successes of both the VB and the Front National 
(FN), the main right-wing extremist parties in Belgium. 

The FN, led by Daniel Féret, recently made a surprise 
comeback on the Belgian political stage after being 
moribund for several years. Now, after a gap of eight 
years, the Wallonian FN again has MPs in both chambers 
and consequently receives state financial help like its 
Flemish counterpart, the VB. 


AN ESSENTIAL BOOK FOR THE ANTI-FASCIST BOOKSHELF | : 


BY DANIEL LEVITAS 











The woes of Pauline Hanson 


By Matthew Collins 


POP SINGER BILLY BRAGG perhaps summed it up 
best on Australian television, reworking his lyrics to 
The Great Leap Forward, when he remarked, “Australia 
your standard has risen/Now you've put Pauline 
Hanson in prison”. 

Bragg was not unaware however, that to a large 
number of Australians, Hanson is most likely in need of 
her own protest song as she has been dubbed the “new 
Nelson Mandela’. 

The former One Nation leader is currently two months 
into a three-year sentence for defrauding the Queensland 
Electoral Commission out of the Aus$500,000 (£205,000) 
that her party received after its 11 seat gain in the 1998 
state elections, with 23% of the vote. 

The fraud centred around her and her advisers’ belief 
that she was going to be the victim of an Asian plot to 
subvert the party and vote her out of her position along 
with businessman David Ettridge and former Liberal 
Party staff member David Oldfield. One Nation was 
registered as a company with the three as its directors, 
and people who paid what they believed to be 
membership fees were in fact joining a support 
group for the company. 

In a country where voting is compulsory and 

a with a strong tradition of voting for 

independents, Hanson and Ettridge were keen 
to take full advantage of the financial benefits of 
Hanson's ridiculous political acumen, her “non- 
political” politician status and the financial 
rewards that came with it. After losing her seat 
in the federal parliament in 1998, Hanson 
could hardly return to the fish and chip shop 
whence she came. Instead she was persuaded to 
register her One Nation Party with the 
Queensland Electoral Commission for funding. 
But instead of producing the required 500 
party members, a condition of funding for a 
party that has no MP in the state 
parliament, she submitted the names of 
members of the support group. 
The money was initially set aside 
in theory to repay all the members 
who stood at their own expense 
for the 78-seat Queensland state 
parliament. After the funds were 
withdrawn, and a subsequent 
and stormy annual conference, 
the party imploded. What most 
seems to rile the “Hansonites’, 
who range from ageing rural 
liberal and national party 
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coalition supporters to young working-class people in 
the cities and towns, is the severity of her sentence and 
the supposed conspiracy behind it. 

Hanson added nothing to the debate on Australia’s 
growing population. The Howard government stole her 
fire over boat people and a senior minister even 
contributed to a secret fund to bring her down and 
expose her corruption. It would seem this is what most 
rankles with many Australians, egged on by some 
sections of the media. Somebody had “dobbed” 
(informed) on Hanson, the most un-Australian of all 
things. While there are constant news stories about 
politicians “rorting” (defrauding) the electoral and often 
judicial system for their own benefit, Hanson supporters 
are more upset that one of her own led the charge 
against her, for theft. 

The quality of Australian political debate should not 
be lost on anybody here either. Among many reasons 
cited by her supporters and family for why the new 
Nelson Mandela should be released are: lesbians in 
the prison system, the fact that her famous red hair 
has apparently faded while in jail, she has not enough 
make-up, her clothes clash with said hair and she 
does not like sleeping alone in solitary confinement. 
The comparisons should have ended right about line 
one, then. 

The “world’s greatest mum’ as her children are keen to 
describe her in tell-all interviews, might not have been 
so lonely inside, however, if her eldest son, a women’s 
prison officer, had not lost his job shortly before 
sentencing over his involvement in protests and a vice 
ring. While this writer does expect her to be out in time 
for Yuletide on the family farm, Australians with a sense 
of fairness should be prepared for the next Hanson 
battle: she has been nominated for Australian of the 
year. Should she win that, expect her to also be 
proclaimed the new Aung San Suu Kyi (the Burmese 
independence movement leader who won the Nobel 
Prize for Peace in 1991). 

In keeping with their limited understanding of the 
crime of which their mother is guilty and their poor 
appreciation of the public’s sensibilities, the Hanson 
clan has started a financial fighting fund. This seems to 
be just another outlet for people to splurge more cash 
on her. One of the Hanson children, Adam, has even 
released a single entitled “Innocence” and like the rest 
of the sycophants from the family who have tried to 
use their mother’s influence for their own benefit 
(in attempts to become fashion models, fashion 
designers or pimps) has been brooding for the camera. 
What Bragg thought of it, however, remains unclear. 
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FN puts law and order on the back burner 


THE MAJORITY OF Jean-Marie Le Pen’s fascist Front 
National candidates were presented to party 
activists at regional “tricolour festivals” in October, 
well ahead of next February’s regional elections. 

Top faces on the list include Bruno Gollnisch, 
Carl Lang and Le Pen’s telegenic daughter, Marine, 
who will be contesting the Rhéne-Apes, Nord-Pas- 
de-Calais and Paris regions respectively. 

It is Marine Le Pen’s candidature that the 
party has most touted to the media. Her slogan, 
“a woman on your side”, is an attempt to renovate 
the FN’s image by presenting the party as a modern 
and open one. 

The FN has already outlined its campaign 
programme. It will concentrate on social questions 
in sharp contrast to the 2002 presidential elections 
in which law and order was the central theme. 
The aim this time, it seems, is to try to make the 
FN look like a credible social alternative. 

Whereas in previous elections the FN limited its 
criticisms of large employers, this time it has 
denounced them violently. Gollnisch, for example, 
has censured Medef, France’s main employers’ 
association, as a “bunch of plutocrats” and 
Lang is promising that the FN will present “an 
alternative project of rupture with management of 
the past 30 years”. 

But when one examines this “alternative project” it 
turns out to be a rather transparent conjuring trick. 
The FN is calling for the removal of taxes on turnover 
and income, a total liberalisation of working hours 
(to be negotiated within each company) and aid for 
small companies. Every one of these demands has 
already been made by the employers themselves! 
The only characteristically FN aspects of the policies 
are the rejection of “globalism” and the application 
of “national preference” in employment, under the 
mantra “Let us produce French goods in France with 
French workers”. 

The problem for the fascists, however, is that 


many French employers have too much need for | 


illegal migrant workers to ‘support such proposals. 





In addition, the FN’s policy Cli “national populism” : 


“victims” of taxes on tobacco. 

It is worth recalling that the FN’s first attempt to 
make a “social turn” was in 1996 in the wake of the 
social upheavals that rocked France in December 
1995 - a period during which the FN was noticeably 
quiet — and of sociological studies which suggested 
that a large part of the working-class vote was 
going over to the FN. Indeed, at the time, the FN 
was being termed the “the main workers’ party”, 
despite the proven fact that workers have only ever 
formed a minority of the FN’s voters. 

Bruno Mégret, then the FN’s number two 
nevertheless, decided to play the social card. 
On 22 March 1996 he launched an FN trade union, 
the FN-RATP, on the Paris public transport system 
and, in April, another union in the Lyon area. These 
efforts did not generally come to much but the FN 
was able to create ten groups and associations in 
its bid to weave itself into the social fabric. 

The climax of this attempt to adopt a social policy 
was the FN’s annual May Day demonstration when, 
for the first time, party activists marched with 
banners bearing the kind of “social” slogans the FN 
now loves, such as “Social security for the French!” 
and “Defend the public services”. The latter slogan 
is particularly farcical considering Le Pen’s 
frequent volcanic tirades against “civil servants”. 

The Mégret campaign might have developed 
further had not Le Pen looked at it with a jaundiced 
eye - for the sole reason that his soon-to-be arch- 
enemy Mégret had devised it - and ensured that it 
was brought to a rapid halt. 

Mégret is now president of the Mouvement 
National Républican (MNR), a rival fascist party to 
the FN. He had been planning to confront Le Pen in 
the Provence-Alpes-Céte d’Azur regional election, 
but this may now not take place. 


The reason for this is that Mégret will be in court _ 


on 15-16 December charged with “illegally drawing © 

interest” and “concealment and complicity in the 

abuse of social assets”. The focal point of we 
oe poe 





_ proposes the removal of universal medical cover 


and “to put the French back to work” by scrappin 


lours. These measures show that the FN is aiming 













World: View 


By Alfio Bernabei 


Benign fascism 


Re-examination papers 

Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi is teaching Italians 
how to appreciate the “benign” aspects of fascism. 
Even before he declared that “Mussolini never killed 
anyone, he sent people on holiday into internal exile”, 
his Education Minister was busy making sure that a new 
generation of students would get the same message. 
Hundreds of thousands of them who sat their pre- 
university exams were asked to write on “terror and 
repression of totalitarian regimes in the XX century”. 
But the question was put in such a way as to invite them 
to skip over Italian fascism as a comparatively minor 
incident, instead of requiring them to assess Mussolini’s 
dictatorship as the key phenomenon that informed 
Adolf Hitler and ignited subsequent developments up to 
the Second World War. 

The question referred to “fascism, nazism, Russia and 
Communism and various other crimes” and to make 
sure that the students got the message loud and clear, 
the paper listed among the books presented as 
references The Black Book of Communism by Stephane 
Courtois, printed by Mondadori, the publishing house 
owned by Berlusconi. The Prime Minister himself had 
previously given out copies of the same book to 
delegates at the National Alliance convention, the party 
descended from Mussolini’s nazi-fascist Salo Republic 
that is now part of the government coalition. 

This is the first time in postwar Italy that a book 
published and recommended by the Prime Minister has 
turned up as a reference text in an exam paper. The 
historian Mario Isnenghi commented: “The message 
given to the students is clear, either you follow the given 
track or you are out on a limb. They are required to 
compare issues which cannot be compared.” Others 
remarked that the references to Italian fascism were 
limited to “two lines of text” without any mention of its 
chronological primacy or to the race laws of 1938. “Far 
from inviting the students to reflect on Italian fascism 
and its responsibilities, the exam paper smacks of 
manipulation’, said Piero Scoppola, another historian. 


The puppet master wants his royalties 

One who passed his fascist exams a long time ago, when 
he was a liaison officer for the Nazis and later became a 
central character in the trial over the Bologna bombing 
of 1980 in which 85 people died, is Licio Gelli, Italy’s 
supreme puppet master. Gelli has mysteriously escaped 
a prison sentence, in much the same way as Cardinal 
Marcinkus escaped arrest in spite of his involvement in 
the affair of Roberto Calvi, the banker who was killed 
in London in 1982 probably because he knew too much 
about the financing of the nazi fascists recruited by 
Gelli and various intelligence agencies to fan the 
strategy of tension. (The City of London Police have just 
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reopened the Calvi case in an attempt to find out who 
murdered him.) 

Today Gelli commutes between his three offices and 
there is a 12-day waiting list for those who want to 
consult him. “What an impertinent question’, he told 
the journalist from La Repubblica who asked him 
whether he was seeing Berlusconi. It was Gelli, of 
course, who recruited the Italian Prime Minister to his 
notorious P2 Lodge, a clandestine organisation set up to 
bring about a coup d’état in Italy in case the left-wing 
opposition got too close to governing the country. 
Gelli also helped finance the rise of Gianfranco Fini, now 
the Deputy Prime Minister, at the time when Fini was 
secretary to the fascist party, Movimento Sociale. 

Commenting on today’s government, Gelli said, “Bit by 
bit my plan is coming to fruition, the justice system, 
television, law and order, everything I devised is becoming 
areality. They should pay me copyright royalties. You plant 
aseed and it grows. At the time of our first meetings I could 
tell that Berlusconi was a man who would be capable of 
realising his projects. A man of action.” 


Genoa update 
Law and order under Berlusconi made headlines when 
the police launched a savage attack against anti- 
globalisation demonstrators at the Genoa G8 meeting of 
2001. Hundreds were beaten up and the police ordered 
some of those arrested to sing fascist songs. Fini was in the 
control room of the local police station only hours before 
the ferocious incursion into the Diaz School took place. 
Seventy-three policemen are currently under 
investigation for violating Article 3 of the Italian constitu- 
tion on human rights. Among those being questioned 
is a Dr Giacomo Toccafondi, who inflicted “inhuman and 
degrading treatment” to those who were brought to 
the Army’s Bolzaneto Barracks, described by some of the 
arrested as a torture chamber. Another under investiga- 
tion is Alessandro Perugini, deputy chief of the Genoa 
anti-terrorist police, Digos. Representatives of Fini’s 
National Alliance party and Umberto Bossi’s Northern 
League are protesting at the “scandal” of having the police 
under investigation. The aggressors, they say, were clearly 
the anti-globalisation demonstrators. One of the 
protesters, Carlo Giuliani, was shot dead by a policeman. 
This case has been shelved. Carlo’s killer is free. 
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Police in West Germany are 
holding the notorious nazi 
Arndt Heinz Marx on charges 
" of violence following an 
attack on a fellow nazi whom 
UN DER THE ROCKS he suspected of trying to 
Saat een split his new organisation. 

Marx made the headlines 
in 1980 when it became 
known that as a Hoffman 
Group military instructor he 
had trained Gundolf Kohler, 
the young nazi who died 
planting a bomb at the 1980 
Munich Octoberfest. Marx 
was also responsible for links 
between the Hoffman Group and the British League of St George, to 
whom he was introduced by his friend, Brighton nazi Martyn Haine. 

More recently he has been involved with Michael Kuhnen (only lately 
out of gaol himself) in organising a new nazi group to unite the various 
splinters left by the banning of the Hoffman Group and Friedhelm 
Busse’s VSBD. 
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10 years ago 
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THE INTERNATIONAL ANTI-FASCIST MONTHLY Auschwitz liar 
= 
on air 


i Ernst Ziindel, Canada’s 
leading Auschwitz liar, has 
overcome major political and 
technical problems and 
succeeded in accessing the 
international airwaves with 
his gospel of hate. 

A satellite television 
station has recently started 
to air the raging prejudices 
of the 54-year-old German 


EAST END YOUTH Canadian, following the 


example of his fellow nazi 
iN BNP FIGHTBACK Gary Lauck, who also has 
satellite television slots. 
Every Sunday night his 
“historical revisionist” half-hour programme Showcase America is 
beamed via Galaxy 3. 

Short-wave radio also plays host to ZUndel. At first he used the 
commercial station World Radio New Orleans Worldwide (WRNO) for a 
weekly 30-minute German-language programme called The German 
Voice of Freedom, in which he insulted Jews and berated asylum-seekers 
and foreigners. 

Zundel also bombards his international audience with Holocaust denial 
propaganda, demands for the return of Germany’s so-called “lost 
territories” and ravings about the supposed oppression of Germans in the 
former East bloc. 
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sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 


gainst a hurricane of 


>REJUDICE 


Trevor Phillips OBE is Chair of the Commission for Racial Equality. 

He has been outspoken in his criticism of the British National Party and 
the need to combat its rise. He talked to Searchlight about some of the 
issues surrounding racism and fascism today. Interview by Steve Silver 


computer and electronic organiser on Trevor 

Phillips's desk. They are the US civil rights pioneer 
Paul Robeson, the movement’s assassinated 1960s 
leader Dr Martin Luther King, and a 1956 montage of 
Nelson Mandela and his fellow treason trial defendants 
from South Africa. The images remain fixed in the mind 
as we talk. 

There is an immediate air of familiarity about Mr 
Phillips. It’s not surprising really. As a TV broadcaster he 
has entered most British living rooms as a well known 
face on the BBC and London Weekend Television. 

But behind the surface of the TV screen lies an activist 
who cut his political teeth at university in London in the 
1970s and held the highest office in the student 
movement, that of president of the National Union of 
Students. Educated partly in the Caribbean and partly in 
England, during his broadcasting career Phillips has 
continued to be politically active, serving as chair of the 
Runnymede Trust and as a trustee on several other 
charities working to serve ethnic minority interests. 
More recently he has been Chair of the London Assembly. 

Phillips now heads the CRE. The organisation 
is actually a law enforcement agency whose remit is 
racism. It aims to eliminate discrimination, promote 
equality of opportunity and encourage good relations 
between people of different backgrounds. The task of 
the CRE today is to “get Britain to grow up and recognise 
that it is a multicultural, multiethnic society which 
needs to handle the consequences of migration 
properly,” says Phillips bluntly. 

He explains that the CRE is there to help people who 
are victims of discrimination with legal support. But it is 
also there to change the way that the community works, 
particularly public institutions. Using the health service 
as an example, he points out that a person's ethnic 
background can determine their likelihood of contract- 
ing one illness or another, for example. “People from 
different backgrounds have a range of different 
pathologies or likelihood of being struck by one 
condition or another and the health service needs to be 
able to respond to that.” 

Phillips says candidly that all the CRE’s tasks have to 
be set against a “hurricane of prejudice” over asylum 
seekers, particularly from the tabloid newspapers. 

“We know why it is happening really. It is because 
Europe is going to have to confront a level of migration 
which it hasn’t seen in a while but which is inevitable 
given the way Europe's working population is dropping 
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